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Certificate  of Origin 
2019 Certificate of Origin Policy &  Procedure 

Dear Exporter: 
 
Some destinations  require a Certi ficate of Origin (CO) for certain  commodities  because of 
established  Treaty arrangements, varying duty rates, and preferential  duty treatment 
dependent on the shipment´s origin. The purpose  of the CO is to authenticate  the country  of 
origin of the merchandise/goods  being shipped were manufactured.  

 
The commodity  being exported and its destinati on determine if the CO is required. Some 
nations  restrict imports  from certain  countries;  many countries  limit the quantity of  goods 
that  are allowed to be imported, or give preference to goods manufactured  in the U.S. 

 
The attached form requires the authorized signature  of the local Chamber of Commerce 
Secretary and the seal of that  organization.  

 
For destinations  to Canada and Mexico, please use the NAFTA CO (pages 8 and 9) if the 
goods qualify as North American Origin goods. 

 
The descriptions and amounts  on the CO must be consistent with tho se entered on the 
Invoice. 

 

Definitions:  
 
A textile is anything  made of cloth  or fabric, garments, apparel, fin ished textile products, 
products  made wholly or  partially of  textile mat erial as well as raw material, includi ng auto car 
seats, suits, dresses, bolts  of fabric, and so on. 

 
Commercial is a business-to-business or business-to-person transaction  involving the 
purchase or sale of a commodity.  

 
Note: The rules for when a CO is needed change often. Please be sure to verify the current 
criteria requiring a CO before sending your shipment. 

 
In general, you need a CO when the country of origin is U.S., and the destination  countries 
and goods are the foll owing count ies on the attached  table: 
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Country Comment
s Albania: The good is any commerci al food, drug, medicine, or medical  equipment.  This includes all commercial 

food, drug or medicine samples. 

Argentina:  The good is any textile, regardless of value (unusable textile  samples do not require a CO). 

Austria:  Required for all commerci al textile shipments.  Textile samples of "no commercial  value" under 256.00 
EUR/$235.00. USD do NOT require a CO. A CO is also NOT required for purchases of limited quantities of 
textile for  personal use only, less than 820.00 EUR/$760.00 USD (Must  not be in bulk quantities).  

Belgium: All shipments containing  textile  products  that  originate in non EU-countries.  Exempt are textile  sample 
shipments  of no commercial or customs value and purchases under 250.00 EUR/$230.00 USD per 
commodity. 
.  
 

Bolivia: All non-documents valued over $3,000 USD. 

Canada: Refer to the NAFTA CO (page 7) attached.  
Canary Islands  The good is any non-document.  

Denmark: Textile shipments valued over 1000.00 DKR/$110.00 USD and from a non-EU origin (A CO is not needed 
for 
textile SAMPLES -- if "samples" appears on the invoice). Finland: For all non-EU countries:  All commercial  textiles and textile  samples over 45.00 EUR/$54.00 USD. For 
European non-EU countries: Not Required if proof of origin  can be determined from EUR1 document  or 
declaration  on invoice. Note: A CO is NOT required for purchases of limited  quantities  of textiles  for 
personal use (must  not be in bulk or wholesale quantiti es). 

France: All shipments of textiles and  clothing manufactured in non-EU countries  if  the CIF value of the shipment  
is greater than 1,000.00 EUR/$980.00 USD.  Photocopied or imaged certif icates  will not  be accepted. 

Germany: All commercial  shipments  of textiles. Textile samples with  no commercial  value and a customs value 
exceeding 250.00 EUR/$230.00 USD. Texti le shipments  to private individuals  for personal use if the  
value exceeds 1,000.00 EUR/$980.00 USD. 

Greece: All textile  shipments  from non-EU countries; All commercial shoe shipments from non-EU countries.; 
Samples 
(ONLY up to three shoe/textile  items  or less than seven sq. meters of textile  sample) do NOT require a 
CO. 

Ireland: All textile  shipments  with a value exceeding 254.00 EUR/$234.00 USD require a CO. The exception is 
textile 
shipments  for personal use. Customs limits  the quantities.  Israel: Trading relations  between the U.S. and Israel allow reduced or cancelled duties for U.S.-made goods that  
are shipped with a green Certificate  of Origin for trade with Israel  (CO). The shipper is responsible for the 
CO. This must be filled  out in capital  letters  and in English  only. UPS can prepare the Certificate of Origin 
for a US$10.00 service fee (only by utilizing the  UPS online system). 

Italy:  Customs requires a CO for all textile shipments  and for all online purchases of any value from private 
individuals.  
Customs exempts low-value shipments of samples with a  value of 45.00 EUR/$25.00 USD or less. Japan: Silk items over 300 square meters require a CO. Silk items below 300 square meters can be noted on the 
commerci al invoice. 

Kuwait:  All non-document shipments over $1500.00 USD must be accompanied by a CO with a stamped 
("legalized") seal from  the origin  country  Chamber of Commerce. Note: All goods destined for US Air 
Force installations  are exempt from  this requirement and will not  need a Certificate  of Origin. 

Mexico:  See the NAFTA CO (page 7) attached.  
Netherlands: All textile  shipments  valued over 345.00 EUR/$319.00 USD. 
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Spain: A CO is needed for all shipments that  may be eligible for duty-free treatment  due to existing  trade 
agreements, such as EFTA, SPG (System of Generalized Preferences), and LOMA. All textile shipments  
(including personal) must have a CO. Textiles may also require an import  permit.  

United 
Kingdom  

Textile shipments over 18.00 GBP (26.60 EUR/$25.00 USD). Exempt are purchases of limited amounts  of 
texti le goods for personal use only (must not be in bulk or wholesale quantities).  Also exempt are 
commercial  samples of negligible val ue. 
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The following  represents the process by which the Sacramento Metropolitan  Chamber of 
Commerce (Sacramento Metro Chamber) issues Certificat es of Origin. 

 
 

The cost  of each Certifica te of Origin is $15.00 (if  you are a Sacramento Metro Chamber Member) or 
$50.00 (for non-members). The hours to process the Certificate  of Origins is between 8:00 a.m. to 

4:00 p.m. We are located at One Capitol Mall, Suite 700, Sacramento, CA. Once you complete  the 
required forms  in their  entiret y, please bring your original  form with  the invoice/pa cking slip to the 
Sacramento Metro Chamber with your payment. 

 
 

  The Sacramento Metro Chamber must  rely on your statement  that  the goods you will  be 
shipping  constitute  domestic  exports of the United States. Therefore, we ask that you complete and  
sign the Affidavit  of Origin (page 5). By signing the Affidavit  of Origin, you state that  the goods 
exported are domestic  exports as defined by the U.S. Department of Commerce. This form  must  be 
completed  and signed with  each shipment.  For mult iple shipments,  you may make copies of the 
Certificate  of Origin form.  
 
 
  In the event a particul ar country, or your company, require a specific  Certificate  of Origin form be 
used, the separate Affidavit  of Origin (page 5) must be signed and accompany each shipment. These 
forms  may also be copied and retained for future  use. 
 
 
  In addition, because the Sacramento Metro Chamber must  rely on your statement,  we request 
that  you sign a copy of the Certificate of Origin Indemnification  Agreement (page 6). By signing the 
Indemnif ication  Statement, you agree to indemnify  the Sacramento Metro Chamber of any liabilities  
incurred by the Sacramento Metro Chamber as a result  of its  issuance of the Certificate  of Origin for 
your shipment.  These must  be filed with  the Sacramento Metro Chamber annually before any 
certificate  will  be issued with  an annual cost  of $5.00. This document  is a legal agreement. If you 
have any questions  regarding the validity, please consult with  your legal counsel. 
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Affidavit  of Origin 
 

(This Affidavit of Origin should be signed if any form other than the Sacramento Metro 
Bg`ladqƦr Certificate of Origin form is used) 

 
 

1. The undersigned exporter certifies  to the Sacramento Metropolitan  Chamber of 

Commerce (Sacramento Metro Chamber) that  all goods for which a Certificate 

of Origin is requested (which goods are to be shipped by exporter to one or 

more customers  in one or more shipments) constitute  ;domestic exports΄ of 

the United States  of America, as determined in compliance  with the definition  

of ;D ́(Domestic) exports  promulgated  by the U.S. Department of Commerce, 

Bureau of Census, for the purpose of the Shippers Export Declarations and in 
accordance with any  other applicable federal, state  or foreign  law. 

 
 

2.  The Sacramento Metro Chamber states  that, based solely on the affidavit  of the 

exporter and without any independent verificat ion by the Sacramento  Metro 

Chamber, the Sacramento Metro Chamber believes that  the goods described 

above are products of  the United States  of America. The goods, or their origin, 

affidavit,  or any documents relating to  the goods, and assumes no 
responsibility for  the truth or  accuracy of any statements  contained  in the 

affidavit  or any documents  relating to the goods. 
 

Company Name:    Telephone:   

Company Address:     
 
By (print):    

 
Signature:    

 
Title:   Date:   

 
Secretary:   
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Parties:    (;Exporter΄) 
(Export Company Name) 

 
 Sacramento Metropolitan  Chamber of Commerce  (;Chamber΄) 

 
Dated:    ,    

Month,                   Day    Year 
 

RECITALS: 
A. Exporter has requested the Chamber to issue one or more cert ificates (;Certifica tes of Origin΄), which provide 

that certain goods to be exported by Exporter originate in the United States of America. 

B. The Chamber is wil ling to issue such Certificate of Origin based on (i) the exporterͻs signed Affida vit  of Origin 
and (ii) the signed agreement of the Exporter to indemnify  the Chamber. Exporter is wil ling to indemnify  the 
Chamber as set forth  below. 

AGREEMENT 
1. Liabilities  Defined . For purpose of the agreement, ;Liabilities΄ means any claim, action, proceeding, demand, 

damage, fine, loss, liabilit y, attorneyͻs fees (either sought  against or spent by the Chamber), Expert witness 
fees, investigation fees, cost or expense and amounts  paid in settlement or compromise, of any type, kind, or 
nature, whether contingent or accrued, arising out of the issuance of Certificate of Origin, directly  or indirectly. 

 
2. Indemnificati on, Exporter agrees to indemnify, hold harmless and defend the Chamber, its  Directors, officers, 

employees and agents from  and against  any and all Liabilities  brought or sought  against  or incurred by the 
Chamber. 

 

3. Defense of Action, Any defense, of any action, suit  or proceeding relating to Liabilities shall  be conducted, at 
the option of the Chamber, by Exporter, who shall  retain legal counsel acceptable to the Chamber, in the 
absence of the Chamberͻs exercise of such option, by the Chamber. No settl ement or compromise of any 
such suit  or proceeding shall  be entered into  or agreed upon by exporter without the advanced writt en consent 
of the Chamber. 

 
4. Binding  Effect , This agreement shall be binding upon and inure to the benefit  of the parties and their 

successors  and assigns. 
 

5. Governing Law, This Agreement shall be governed by and const rued in accordance with  the laws of the State 
of California. 

 
EXPORTER SACRAMENTO METRO CHAMBER 

 
Company   Sacramento Metropolitan  Chamber of Commerce 

 
Signature:   Signature:   

 
Print Name:   Print Name:   

 
Title:   Title:   

 
Date:   

 
Phone:     Email Address:        
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US CERTIFICATE OF ORIGIN 
 

The undersigned   
(Owner or Agent) 

 
for   

(Name and Address of Shipper) 
 
 

declare that  the follo wing listed  goods shipped on:  on (date):   
(Name of carrier) 

 
Consigned to:   

(Recipientͻs 
Name) 

 
 

(Recipientͻs Company and 
address) 

 

 
are the product(s) of the United States of America. 

 
 
 
 
 

MARKS AND NUMBERS 

NO. OF 
PKGS 

BOXES 
OR 

CASES 

WEIGHT IN 
KILOS 

 
 
 
 

DESCRIPTION 

 
GROSS 

Bill of Lading/Air  Waybill No.:    

State of California, County of Sacramento, Sworn to before me on this   day of   , 2019 
 

 
Signature of Owner or Agent 

 
The Sacramento Metropolitan  Chamber of Commerce is a recognized Chamber of Commerce under the laws of  the State of California which 
has examined the manufacturerͻs invoice or shipperͻs affidavit concerning the origin  of the merchandise and according  to the best of its 
knowledge and belief, finds  that  the products  names originated  in the United States of America, (North America). 

 
Secretary:   
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