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BLACKWOOD CORNER
“The place you are in needs you today.”
- Katherine Logan
As we prepare for a busy week ahead - take a quick
pause before diving in and reflect: The last couple
of weeks have really been a doozy for most of us team members on leave, new babies at home, home
with kids during the strike, tip of the spear politics,
the tragic shooting in our urban core +++ – all
happened in the last 14 days. Whew!
So whatever you have on your plate this week I
challenge you to slow down, take a deep breath,
and be as present as you can in the moment that
you are in.
Whether its putting a little one to bed, having a conversation with your partner,
reading a book, taking a walk, crafting messaging, holding space for a volunteer
leader, or whatever else in on the list of to-do’s – give yourself fully to the moment
you are in in the incredible way you all do – with empathy, strength, and integrity.
For wherever you find yourself today – you were meant to be there.
In partnership,
Amanda Blackwood, President & CEO

CAP-TO-CAP ON DISPLAY
The National Portrait Gallery tells the multifaceted
story of the United States by presenting portrayals of
individuals who have shaped the nation’s history and
culture. The museum was established by an Act of
Congress in 1962 and opened to the public on October
7, 1968. For more than 50 years, the museum has
upheld its mission to collect and display images of
“men and women who have made significant
contributions to the history, development, and
culture of the people of the United States.”
As we embark on the 50th year of Cap-to-Cap, it was
only fitting to make an introduction between
delegation legacy makers and those that have also
defined our nation's history. Together, we will set
our intentions amongst legacy royalty as we deliver
for the Greater Sacramento Region.
The only question left to ask you is...will you be a
part of our history? Register today.
www.metrochamber.org
www.metrochamber.org

A TRIBUTE TO VIC.
BY ROGER NIELLO

A number of former Sacramento Metropolitan Chamber of
Commerce executives are honored to share remembrances and
highlight local impacts of Vic Fazio, dedicated public servant and
friend to the Chamber.
Victor Herbert Fazio, Jr., was born in Massachusetts and grew up
on the East Coast then came to Sacramento to attend Sacramento
State in 1969. This became his home to which he was a dedicated
and much loved and respected public servant. Congressman Fazio
died on March 16, 2022, of cancer.
Before going to Congress, Vic served his adopted local community.
He served on the Sacramento County Charter Commission from
1972 to 1974 and on the Sacramento County Planning Commission
in 1975. He then served in the California State Assembly from 1975
to 1978.
Vic ran successfully for Congress in 1978 and served for 18 years.
He ascended into leadership roles, becoming the third-ranking
Democrat in the House.
He was a member of the powerful House Appropriations and
Armed Services committees. He was an effective problem solver
and, with his collegial, low-key style, worked well with both
sides of the aisle.
As it is said, all politics is local, and Vic always kept his focus on
home. Specifically, for the Metro Chamber, in the 1990s, when
McClellan Air Force Base (and Mather and the Army Depot
before that) was identified for closure by the Base Realignment
And Closure Commission (BRAC), Vic was a tireless ally in the
fight to save the base.
1993 Chamber President and Board Chair, Tom Eres,
remembered that Vic Fazio was a “go-to guy, connected to all
the right people . . . He dedicated his staff to support our efforts
. . . and always got what we needed.” Of particular significance,
Vic always “returned phone calls.”
1995 Chamber President and Board Chair, Roger Niello, said “Vic was a genuinely nice guy. And
when it came to working with our community, he was completely non-partisan. I learned much
from him that I later found valuable during my own political career.”
1990 Chamber President and Board Chair, Roy Brewer, said "In
my experience, including during many Cap-to-Cap programs,
Vic offered valuable observations about political dynamics and
shared his reasoned, pragmatic advice. Vic was a gentleman,
too; I never saw him engage in the theatrics so often a part of
politics."
Ultimately, battles to keep our military bases open did not
succeed. More importantly, however, was the challenge of
reuse. Once again Vic was there for the community. He secured
funding that helped convert McClellan Air Force Base into the
very successful McClellan Business Park, developed by Metro
Chamber member Larry Kelley.
Vic was predeceased by his second wife, Judy, and a daughter
by his first marriage, Anne. He is survived by his wife Kathy
Sawyer, who he married a couple of years after Judy died, as
well as his daughter, Dana Lawrie, her husband Scott,
stepchildren Kevin and Kristie Kern and four grandchildren.

www.metrochamber.org

Vic’s name will live on locally on the large sign on Interstate 80
between Sacramento and Davis announcing the Vic Fazio
Wildlife Refuge, dedicated in 1997. It is believed that Vic would
call that his ultimate legacy.
Vic Fazio will always be remembered by the Sacramento
Metropolitan Chamber of Commerce as a great friend and
representative. While due to cancer Vic’s life ended too soon,
his was a life well lived.

EDGE OF GREATNESS
We are loving Metro Edge's podcast, "The Edge of Greatness!"
Focusing on topline issues of the region and day, the Edge of
Greatness is such an easy way to engage, reflect and learn
from our region's young professionals.
In the last episode, hosts Sarah England and Josh Albert sat
down with Elena and Michelle Katnik, sisters and co-owners of
Sacramento’s TEAMride Indoor Cycling Studios. Elena and
Michelle dove into their journey at TEAMride, including its
opening as a family business in 2012, the challenges of
operating a small business during the pandemic, and their
mission to create a unique environment for their riders that
goes beyond fitness.
Give it a listen and subscribe today!

YOUNG ENTREPRENEURS
Lemonade Day 2022 is back! We are excited to partner with
community leaders, after school programs, and school districts
throughout the region to launch Lemonade Day and watch new
and returning young entrepreneurs achieve their dreams. Join
us from May 16 - 21 to celebrate our young entrepreneurs
launching their businesses! To get involved as a participant,
sponsor, or mentor, contact Jazmine Alop.

www.metrochamber.org

NEW VISION, NEW STADIUM.
Recently, Republic FC Owner and Chairman Kevin Nagle
announced a new vision for a Railyards Stadium to create a
community asset that will help Sacramento accelerate its
recovery from the pandemic and provide a new downtown
home for sports and entertainment. As part of today’s
announcement, the club released a preliminary rendering of
the new stadium concept.
The new vision for a world-class facility will:
Build a 12,000-15,000 seat Downtown facility that will serve as a community asset, meeting the
needs of the city, league and community on an accelerated timeline,
Expand the city’s sports and entertainment calendar with potential events like,
marquee soccer matches with international competitions and global clubs,
a diverse array of sporting events – rugby, lacrosse, college sports and more,
outdoor concerts, festivals and shows.
Be able to transform with the city, team, and league and expand up to 20,000+ seats due to a
futureproof plan,
Once again spark an era of growth by creating more opportunities to showcase Sacramento and
bring people Downtown.
The club has engaged industry leaders MANICA Architecture and Machete Group, who have
designed and managed showcase projects – including Allegiant Stadium, Chase Center, and TQL
Stadium – to craft an initial concept that can meet the goals of the club and city.
Railyards Stadium will anchor an investment nearing $1 billion dollars that will accelerate
development throughout The Railyards – invigorating the 242-acre district which has sat dormant
for over 50 years. Beyond the stadium, the team will lead mixed-use, housing and retail
development projects – all of which will help double the size of Downtown and create a hub of
activity for the region.
Want to see for yourself? Click here for more info!

MEET YOUR METRO
There’s no one more in love with Sacramento than our very
own, Brandon Black, Director of Public Policy & Advocacy!
A native of our great city, at a very early age, Brandon
immersed himself with the movers, shakers, and policymakers
as he knew he wanted to be a part of the action. A high school
volunteer opportunity for Angelique Ashby's election to
Sacramento City Council solidified Brandon’s decision to be
active in local policy and politics.
You see, Brandon is the kind of person who cares about what
happens to his city – he cares about business, our community,
our future. In his role with the Metro Chamber, Brandon’s
character defines the quality of advocacy business expects and
deserves. He’s inspired by the past as it encourages him to
move things forward while honoring those he respects the
most: family, mentors, and historical figures.
When Brandon is not working, you can find him fully
immersed in the diversity of our region. He loves good food,
good wine, and all that the Sacramento Region has to offer. He
plans on taking his love of food and wine to the French
Countryside for an entire summer when the time is right. But
until then, he’s waiting patiently for the Game of Thrones
spinoff series set to drop later this summer.
www.metrochamber.org

