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Executive Summaries 2018

For the last 47 years, the Sacramento 
Metropolitan Chamber of Commerce has led 
a delegation of business, community, and 
elected leaders to Washington, D.C. to advocate 
on issues critical to economic growth and 
development for California’s Capital Region with 
key members of Congress, committee staff,  
and administration personnel. The Sacramento 
Metro Chamber’s Capitol-to-Capitol program 

(“Cap-to-Cap”) is the largest chamber of 
commerce advocacy effort of its kind in the 
nation. In our 48th year, the Metro Chamber will 
host more than 360 delegates from the six-
county Capital Region in Washington, D.C. from 
April 14th to April 18th. The delegation is divided 
into 12 policy teams who focus on issues 
important to economic growth and improved 
quality of life for our growing and diverse region.

Developed through a deliberate process of 
careful and thoughtful consideration, the Metro 
Chamber’s federal policy agenda is determined 
through an exhaustive process undertaken 
by technical experts on each of our 12 federal 
policy teams. Through this process, our technical 
experts deliberately and carefully account for the 
federal, state, and local budgetary considerations 
for each of their requested actions. 

Painstaking choices have been made on which 
requested actions each team will advance 
and which issues will not be presented during 
Cap-to-Cap for our federal policy agenda. It is 
through this balanced approach that we now 
present the 2018 Metro Chamber federal policy 
agenda, which represents the six-county Capital 
Region’s most significant issues and priorities. 
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2 0 1 8  P R I O R I T Y  I S S U E S

As the California Capital Region’s leading advocate for economic prosperity, the Metro Chamber 

has identified the following three critical focus areas for 2018: Workforce to Fuel Economic Growth, 

Infrastructure Investment to Build our Future, and Regulatory Streamlining to Encourage Progress. 

These key themes are critical for economic growth, improved business recruitment, retention, and 

expansion, and will drive substantive employment opportunities. 

Workforce to Fuel Economic Growth
Robust regional economic growth is fueled  
by a diverse, well-trained workforce. 

Business, education, and workforce development  
leaders in our region have worked diligently over the 
last several years to coordinate programs and policies 
to provide the education and experiences necessary 
to transition citizens from unemployment and 
underemployment to full, high-wage employment  
in growth industries. California’s Capital Region needs 
both a degreed workforce and one with strong career 
technical skills. We ask that the federal government 
embrace its role in funding workforce and educational 
systems that support local regions. Key federal priorities  
for our region include:

•  Increase funding for Workforce Innovation and 
Opportunity Act (WIOA), workforce and adult education 
grants, and restore career and technical education state 
grant funding.

•  Include funding for non-traditional apprenticeships 
and work-based learning in the BUILDS Act, while 
supporting industry partnerships.

•  Remove barriers to effective job training vfor 
Temporary Assistance for Needy Families (TANF) 
program recipients.

• Reauthorize the Higher Education Act with a focus  
on affordability, accessibility, and accountability.

•  Fully fund key financial aid and student services 
programs, including the use of year-round Pell  
Grants for shorter-term education resulting in  
industry-recognized credentials. 

•  Reauthorize the Perkins Career and Technical Act 
of 2006 to seamlessly link academic and technical 
content across secondary and postsecondary 
education in all 50 states and the territories.

•  Support equity in education to level the playing field so 
that all students—especially students in poverty—have 
the same accessibility and opportunity, regardless of 
their socioeconomic status or rural locations. 

•  Pass a bipartisan authorization of the DREAM Act,  
and ensure that middle-skill credentials or degrees  
are among the educational paths to citizenship.

•  Pass the proposed AG Act (H-2C) with an increased 
Visa Cap and flexibility for workers to become at-will 
employees and not be tied to a single employer.

•  Preserve the Teacher Quality Partnership Grant 
Program and TEACH grants to address our  
teacher shortage.
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Infrastructure Investment to Build  
our Future 
The roads, rail, pipes, and wires are the  
platform upon which our economy is built.

Most infrastructure serves regional needs and is a cost 
burden greater than any one community can support. 
We rely on the federal government and its longstanding 
infrastructure programs to play a key role in making 
sure regional infrastructure is robust and dependable in 
support of economic, job, and business growth priorities.   

In recent decades, we have experienced significant 
attrition in the federal commitment to the capacity and 
integrity of the infrastructure we depend on to support 
the economy. Furthermore, as a nation, we have fallen 
behind in the technical infrastructure needed to ensure 
that our country can compete with the rest of the world in 
the digital age. We have identified several infrastructure 
priorities for federal action, including, but not limited to: 

•  Provide strong and stable multi-modal transportation 
funding for roads, bridges, highways, railways, airports, 
and transit to move people, goods, and services within 
and between markets.

•  Ensure sufficient federal funding for water and flood 
infrastructure to provide for public safety and meet the 
needs of businesses, citizens, and the environment.

•  Make important investments in technology 
infrastructure to fully engage the digital age and global 
economy to support our national competitiveness, 
including expansion of eligibility for Department of 
Agriculture broadband programs in agricultural areas 
that are adjacent to urban populations.

• A new federal infrastructure package is needed to  
fund critically important infrastructure investments  
to include substantial funding, not just financing, and 
new programs should be funded with new revenues, 
not reallocated from existing successful programs.

Regulatory Streamlining to  
Encourage Progress
The regulatory environment is the framework 
which encourages or impedes economic growth. 

To foster our region’s economic growth, businesses 
must have an environment that allows them to utilize 
their resources without the uncertainty of inefficient 
over-regulation and duplicative regulatory compliance 
processes. The risk associated with the unpredictability 
of the federal process kills important projects. When 

project approvals have certainty, community investment 
occurs and businesses thrive, resulting in a region where 
people can work, live, play, and grow. 

Congress and the Administration have engaged the 
regulatory reform and streamlining discussion in a 
meaningful and realistic way in 2017 and the Metro 
Chamber is committed to helping continue those 
efforts. While some level of regulation is necessary 
to ensure public safety, and provide for the common 
welfare, we have identified several areas where regulatory 
reform, rollback, and streamlining will unleash our region’s 
economic potential and contribute to regional prosperity 
including, but not limited to:

•  Streamline the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers Section 
404 Permit Process and create predictability in the 
process and clear timelines for federal approvals. 

•  Appropriately prioritize U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 
Section 408 actions to facilitate timely and effective 
implementation of locally-implemented flood and water 
conveyance improvement projects.

•  Amend the Clean Water Act to clearly define the scope 
of waters and wetlands subject to the Act, and roll back 
the current overreach of federal regulators relative to 
jurisdictional wetlands.

•  Improve transportation project delivery through 
increased flexibility on alternative project delivery 
methods, and integrated planning, project development, 
review, permitting, and environmental processes. 

•  Implement the provisions of MAP-21 and the Fixing 
America’s Surface Transportation (FAST) Act to 
streamline the project delivery process to help regions 
and states complete projects in a timely manner. 

•  Reform the Endangered Species Act and the National 
Environmental Policy Act via legislative changes and 
administrative implementation to properly balance 
environmental needs with the need to grow the 
economy through public infrastructure investments.

•  Revise environmental reciprocity authorized in  
MAP-21 for a shorter judicial review period and 
reduce funding silos and increase cooperation 
among federal agencies. 

•  Prioritize the development of a regional programmatic 
agreement to guide a more well-defined National 
Historic Preservation Act Section 106 consultation 
process for individual Section 106 undertakings.

•  Support modernization of the Federal Emergency 
Management Agency’s national flood insurance 
program for agriculture.

Federal Grant and Incentive Programs: 
Essential For Air Quality 
Requested Action

• Support both grant and incentive-based programs 
with adequate funding, including EPA region grants 
to air agencies (Section 105 and 103 grants; DERA 
at $100M), and incentive programs targeted to local 
needs, such as transportation-related and wood-smoke 
emissions reductions. 

• Make investments in cleaner and sustainable 
transportation without compromising the Clean Air  
Act. The Metro Chamber does not support backtracking 
on environmental progress in the interest of 
administrative expediency.

Summary of Background

Air agencies protect the public from harmful effects of 
air pollution and rely on federal funding for a portion of 
the costs of federally-mandated Clean Air Act activities. 
Federal EPA grants, for example, obviate the need to 
increase local business fees and additional regulatory 
burden, resulting in a negative effect on economic activity, 
productivity, and job growth. Additionally, federal incentive 
programs are economical and effective for leveraging 
private sector investments in cleaner vehicles, equipment, 
and other air pollution sources.

Forest and Forest Resilience:  
Critical to Regional Vitality and  
Community Health
Requested Action

• Make available new federal resources in light  
of the declining health of California’s forests.

• Decouple fire-fighting expenses from forest 
management budgets.

• Ensure wildfire disasters, like others, are eligible  
for FEMA.

• Increase federal support to resilience in  
at-risk communities.

A I R  Q U A L I T Y

Public-private partners in California’s Capital Region have collaborated for over three decades, with 

bold action and significant strides toward cleaner air. The region, however, does not meet state and 

federal health-based air quality standards, adversely impacting health and economic growth. The need 

for critical progress remains. Federal investments in voluntary incentive programs, forest resilience, 

biomass, rural broadband infrastructure, and continuing EPA grants for state and local air agencies will 

drive cleaner air, job creation, and economic growth in the region.

• In the Farm Bill, expand the duration of stewardship 
contracting authority, and keep related revenues local.

Summary of Background

The health and vitality of California’s forests and forest 
communities are at risk. Drought and infestation are 
increasing the frequency of catastrophic wildfires and 
post-wildfire damage to ecosystems, communities, and 
economies. Greater resilience of forests, communities, 
and systems is important. Particularly, proactive forest 
management can reduce fire severity, air quality impacts, 
fire-fighting costs, and rural economic impacts, while 
increasing water availability and quality. 

Biomass: A Source of Alternative 
Energy and Economic Vitality
Requested Action

• Recognize biomass as a value-added energy resource 
and support a level playing field between biomass and 
other advanced energy resources.

• Support markets for value-driven end-uses of biomass 
material, biomass-to-energy projects, and biobased 
products.

• Support markets for electricity produced from biomass 
conversion facilities to charge electric vehicles.

• Continue to fund the U.S. Forest Service Wood 
Innovations Program.

• In the Farm Bill renewal, continue to fund forestry 
management and forestry biomass projects.

Summary of Background

Using biomass to produce energy can address issues 
related to air quality, forest resilience, landfill diversion, 
and renewable energy. Federal policies are needed  
to enable a level playing field for biomass as a  
carbon-neutral or carbon-negative energy source. 
Supportive policies, including investment in small-scale 
biomass/biogas facilities, will generate much-needed  
jobs and economic opportunity in rural areas. 

Executive Summaries 2018
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Broadband Access
Requested Action

• Increase federal grant program funding for essential 
rural broadband infrastructure projects in unserved/
underserved rural areas.

• Expand eligibility of USDA broadband programs for 
communities with rural attributes, and update USDA’s 
Minimum Broadband Speed definitions.

• Increase funding for USDA’s Community Facility 
Program; approve use for municipal broadband 
projects; include grants in addition to loans.

• Continue to encourage the FCC to transition little-used 
spectrum frequencies to mobile allocations.

Summary of Background

Broadband infrastructure is greatly needed to improve 
access, speed, and reliability for businesses and 
communities. This infrastructure will enable farmers 
to adopt innovative ag technologies that are radically 
transforming the Food and Ag sector, provide better 
access to e-Health, distance learning, E-Commerce and 
other basic services, and support a clean air environment.

Theme: Festivals And Facilities
Focus #1: Festivals

We will be meeting with those that promote, organize,  
and market regional festivals, including key players 
behind The Smithsonian Folklife Festival. This 
unique festival gives people the opportunity to meet 
communities from around the world and to strengthen 
cultures by “presenting music, dance, crafts, foodways, 
storytelling and other living traditions” on the National 
Mall in Washington D.C. We will hear how Smithsonian 
Folklife navigates through promotional, technical, security, 
curatorial, permitting, and other issues for this cultural 
festival. Representatives from the Smithsonian, National 
Parks, and U.S. Parks Police are expected to join us and 
to give valuable insights that will have direct application 
to a region with a Capitol Mall, Capitol Park, and similar 
venues just ripe for festivals.

We will also meet with representatives from AFI Docs,  
a documentary film festival created by the American 
Film Institute and the Discovery Channel held every year 
in Silver Spring, Maryland and Washington, D.C. We will 
have an opportunity for Q&A regarding the logistics, 
marketing, facilities, obstacles, hopes, and dreams of  
a great film festival. 

Focus #2: Facilities

We will be meeting with those that develop and/
or repurpose facilities for expanded or new uses to 
support and build vibrant civic amenities. We will meet 
and tour with the developers of The Wharf, which is 
billed as Washington’s next great meeting place, with 
dazzling water views, hot new restaurants, year-round 
entertainment, and waterside style all together in one 
inspiring location. This particular location has a history 
which includes Native American settlements, and  
L’Enfant’s vision of an entryway for the nation’s capital. It 
has been used as a military hub, and later, a fish market. 
We will hear the vision and process for its grand repurpose. 

We will also visit and tour the SW Arts Club, which has 
15,000+ square feet of event, art, and performance space 
dedicated to community-based arts programming located 
in a historic repurposed 1886 church.

Focus #3: Panel Discussion

The Civic Amenities Team will be hosting and sponsoring 
an impressive panel discussion which brings together 
viewpoints of the festival promoter, business sponsor, 
tourism bureau, and governmental liaison. The panel will 
discuss the regional force of festivals, and the facilities 
that make them fly, including their economic, cultural, 
placemaking, and community benefits.

C I V I C  A M E N I T I E S 

Business in the Capital Region thrives on a talented and diverse workforce and an expanding, robust 

customer base. Workers and customers alike desire to locate and live in a place with a diverse slate 

of quality civic assets and amenities. This year, we explore the Fantastic Force of Festivals and 

Facilities to a region, including their economic, cultural, placemaking, and community benefits. We 

will meet with those that organize and market regional festivals to learn how they navigate through 

promotional, location, security, curatorial, permitting, and other issues. We will meet with those 

that develop and/or repurpose facilities for expanded or new uses to support and build vibrant civic 

amenities. And we will have an enlightening panel discussion to consider how to bring it back home.

C O M M U N I T Y  R E S O U R C E S 

Housing and Homelessness
Requested Action

Increase funding for critical homeless service programs 
like the Continuum of Care and Emergency Solutions 
Grants, amend the Fair Market Rents calculation to keep 
up with actual rental costs, and retain the 30 percent of 
Income Standard for subsidized rent programs. 

Summary of Background

The Housing Crisis and Homeless Crisis have collided on 
the West Coast where working families struggle to keep 
up with rising rents, and homeless service programs are 
burned by a piping hot rental market. 

For the first time in seven years, despite seeing decreases 
in 30 states, the number of people experiencing 
homelessness in America has increased, led by a nine 
percent increase in the number of people experiencing 
homelessness in unsheltered locations, mostly in West 
Coast cities. 

Research increasingly demonstrates lack of housing 
supply and the resulting increasing rents are the main 
driver of the increases in homelessness. The strong 
correlation between rent increases and homelessness 
was shown in a recent national report; finding a $100 rent 
increase is associated with an increase in homelessness 
of between 6 and 32 percent.

Ending Homelessness: Homeless 
Programs and Housing 
Requested Action

Support affordable housing development and homeless 
service programs that help end homelessness for 
individuals and families every day. Eliminating or cutting 
funding for these programs will further deepen the 
homeless crisis on the West Coast.

The Housing Crisis and Homeless Crisis have collided in the United States, and especially on the  

West Coast, where working families struggle to keep up with rising rents, and homeless service 

programs are burned by a piping hot rental market. We are seeking to retain federal funding 

and programs that provide affordable housing opportunities and federal assistance with the 

development and implementation of a meaningful response to the rising homeless population.

Summary of Background

An adequate supply of safe and affordable homes, 
supported by services when necessary, is the foundation 
for ending homelessness. Unfortunately, resources 
for producing and preserving the supply of affordable 
homes and services at all levels of government have 
been decimated in the last decade. The current budget 
proposal threatens it further. 

Specifically, we seek increased or level funding for 
critical homeless programs such as the Continuum 
of Care, reform Emergency Solutions Grants, Housing 
Vouchers; reject proposals to cut or eliminate the 
National Housing Trust Fund, Community Development 
Block Grant, and HOME Investment Partnership 
Program; reject proposals that would increase rents 
and/or add a work requirement. 

California home values have increased significantly in 
the past decade bringing the affordability index for a 
median income family down to below 50 percent for the 
first time in nearly a decade. The median price home is 
now at pre-financial crisis levels.

Nearly 70 percent of very low-income families pay more 
than 50 percent of their monthly income in rent. Since 
2000, there has been a net increase in average rents of 
12 percent, and during that same time there was a 13 
percent decrease in the median household income. With 
Sacramento County alone facing a 53,000 unit shortfall just 
for low-income families, the need has never been greater to 
support affordable and market rate housing development 
in our region.
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Legal Reform
Requested Action

Support lawsuit reform to limit shakedown lawsuits and 
lawsuit abuse for project approvals and existing businesses, 
including longer “right to cure” periods for code compliance 
issues before civil litigation is allowed. Reform the federal 
patent system to protect entrepreneurs and inventors from 
the predatory practices of Patent Assertion Entities (PAEs) 
otherwise known as “patent trolls.”

Summary of Background

Small, entrepreneurial firms are key to job growth. From 
1980 to 2005, firms less than 5 years old accounted 
for ALL net job growth in the U.S. The Small Business 
Administration estimates that from 1995-2014 small 
businesses created nearly 3 million new jobs, in addition, 
small businesses sustained 6.5 million jobs. One major 
factor that disproportionately affects small business is 
the legal uncertainty that comes from predatory lawsuits. 
Small businesses are particularly susceptible to these 
predatory lawsuits because most small businesses cannot 
afford sophisticated legal advice and the fees associated 
with defending against these lawsuits.

Regulatory Review and Streamlining
Requested Action

Review, reform, and streamline regulatory overreach in 
the areas of air quality, flood control, food and agriculture, 
land use and natural resources, transportation, and water 
resources to better allow the Capital Region’s economy  
to further develop.

Summary of Background

Whether it is creating jobs and ensuring employers 
have the workforce to fill those jobs, building and 
maintaining the infrastructure that keeps people safe 
and allows business to deliver goods and services, or 
developing civic amenities for people to enjoy, federal 
regulation can be a major impediment to economic 
development. Although many regulations are important 
to ensure the safety and security of our region, many 

regulations are overly broad and leave too much to  
the discretion of regulators who do not recognize the 
effect of their decisions and the circumstances of 
different regions.

Goods Movement and Mobility
Requested Action

Provide federal support for the major interstate, 
highway, rail, aviation and regional transportation 
corridors in the Capital Region that integrate land  
use with market trends and an overall framework  
that provides connections between jurisdictions, 
maintains safety, and ensures a more efficient  
delivery of goods and services.

Summary of Background

The Capital Region is a vital hub for transportation of 
goods, including over $2 billion in agricultural products 
produced each year, as well as billions of dollars in imports 
and exports which travel through the region. Sacramento 
is situated at the intersection of Interstates 5 and 80, the 
major crossroads for transportation up and down the 
Pacific Coast and through the center of the Western United 
States, complemented by some of the busiest freight and 
passenger rail in the country. A strong federal partnership 
on transportation infrastructure is vital to continue the 
economic growth by serving people and commerce 
throughout the Western U.S. The Captial Region also hosts 
the Port of West Sacramento, Sacramento International 
Airport, Mather Airport, and McClellan Airfield. 

As the capital of the sixth-largest economy in the world, 
the Capital Region is the focal point for economic 
development, job creation, and increased investment,  
which is vital to California and the country.

Economic Development White Paper  
on 404 Streamlining
The federal permitting process is arguably one of the most 
difficult and unpredictable processes for infrastructure 
and housing development. It often determines if projects 
are abandoned or move forward. Whether it be a housing, 
commercial, public or private project, the risk associated 

The Capital Region’s public policy objective is to advocate for an environment that will create a 

thriving place to live and work, embolden economic development, protect and expand existing 

businesses, and grow, recruit, and retain new businesses. By protecting small business and 

development projects from frivolous lawsuits, regulatory review and streamlining that supports 

innovation and provides certainty in the federal permit approval process, and investing in capacity 

to affordably fund public works projects that improve goods movement throughout the region, the 

California Capital Region can continue to drive the national economy.

E C O N O M I C  D E V E L O P M E N T with the unpredictability of the federal permitting process 
can and often does become insurmountable for project 
applicants due to the unpredictable timelines. Currently, 
in our region, there is no predictability of “how long it will 
take to get a project through the federal process.” It is not 
uncommon for a federal permitted project to take from five 
to ten years (or more) to complete the process. America 
is riddled with examples of projects that have taken 
longer than a decade. The Administration has called for 
streamlining the federal permitting process, so it would  
take “no more than two years, and perhaps, even one.”

Applicants need and deserve a federal process they can 
count on from start to finish. It is possible to improve the 
permitting process by accelerating and providing certainty 

and consistency in timelines for project sponsors in a 
manner that complies with federal laws and regulations 
and protects the environment, public health, and 
community input. To address this issue, we support the 
implementation of recent streamlining provisions enacted 
into law and the adoption of new policy changes to make 
the process more predictable across the board. 

The Metro Chamber’s white paper on the 404 Process 
outlines policy principles for discussion for meaningful 
streamlining including the creation of predictability in the 
process by implementing consistent processing of projects 
that require a federal permit, and clear objective timelines 
for regulators and applicants to deem applications complete 
and approved.

Modernization of FEMA’s National Flood 
Insurance Program (NFIP) for Agriculture
Requested Action

Support of HR 2170 to modify the NFIP to eliminate 
financial disincentives to agricultural operations in 
the floodplain and active engagement with FEMA 
to implement recommendations of the Agricultural 
Floodplain Ordinance Task Force (AFOTF).

Summary of Background

FEMA’s revised flood insurance rate maps have become 
a significant problem for agriculture in the Sacramento 
Valley. Changes are needed to the NFIP to promote a 
vibrant agricultural economy in the Sacramento Valley. 
The AFOTF issued a report in December 2016 making 
nine recommendations for changes that FEMA can make 
within their discretionary authority. 

Optimizing the U.S. Army Corps of 
Engineers’ (USACE) Section 408 
Process
Requested Action

For the USACE to ensure Section 408 actions are 
appropriately prioritized in order to facilitate timely and 
effective implementation of locally-implemented flood  
and water conveyance improvement projects; for Congress 
to appropriately fund USACE Section 408 review.

Increased federal investment in the Capital Region’s flood risk reduction infrastructure along with 

streamlined processes for local-led improvements are critical to reduce life safety risk, protect tens 

of billions of dollars of existing infrastructure, and support economic growth. Changes to FEMA’s 

implementation of the National Flood Insurance Program are also essential for California’s agricultural 

industry to continue to drive the economy and provide food for the country.  

F L O O D  P R O T E C T I O N

Summary of Background

Nationwide, non-federal interests are undertaking critical 
improvements to federal facilities that either cannot 
or are not being addressed by the USACE Civil Works 
programs. These locally-led undertakings are unnecessarily 
burdened by a complex and lengthy permitting processes. 
In February 2018, the USACE issued a draft Engineering 
Circular (EC) 1165-2-220 that updates the policy and 
procedures for processing Section 408 actions. While the 
draft policy proposed helpful refinements to the process, 
additional clarification is being pursued to address 
undocumented procedural requirements related to 
National Environmental Policy Act compliance. 

Infrastructure Investments to Reduce 
Flood Risk in the Capital Region
Requested Action

Accelerate investment for construction of on-going flood 
risk reduction projects, initiate new start appropriations 
for three recently authorized flood projects, and continue 
feasibility study funding for three projects near completion.

Summary of Background

These actions are necessary for the continued reduction 
of flood risk in the Capital Region. Projects in the 
planning, design, and construction phases are critical to 
reduce life safety risk for more than one million people 
living in the floodplain, protect tens of billions of dollars of 
existing infrastructure, sustain the region’s rich agricultural 
productivity, and support economic growth.
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Ag Guestworker Act & E-Verify
Requested Action

• Visa Cap: The Proposed H-2C program needs to increase 
the visa cap from 450,000 to 750,000: the State of 
California alone utilizes 450,000 seasonal workers on an 
annual basis. We also recommend that the Secretary of 
Agriculture be granted authority to provide emergency 
cap relief in any given year.

• Portability: The Proposed H-2C does not allow for the 
transfer of visa to multiple employers in a given season. 
This is problematic and impractical as many seasonal 
workers move from one crop and employer to another, 
leveraging the convergence of harvesting seasons. We 

recommend that H-2C visa holders be provided the 
flexibility to become at-will workers and not be tied to  
a single employer.

• “Touch Back”: Visa applicants are required to return to 
their country of origin prior to applying for an H-2C visa. 
Given the fact that many undocumented workers have 
established long-term residence in California, their return 
to their country of origin is not a viable option, and there 
is concern that the workforce will be permanently lost. 
We recommend that legislation enables unauthorized 
workers already present in the U.S. to receive 
documentation allowing them to remain and work 
in agriculture for five years prior to being required to 
participate in or apply for an H-2C visa.

F O O D  A N D  A G R I C U L T U R E 

The food and ag cluster (production, processing, 
distribution, and support activities) has more than  
31,000 workers and generates more than $7.2B in direct 
economic impact to the Capital Region. The Farm Bill, 
broadband access, and a robust workforce are critical  
to the viability of agriculture in California.

Farm Bill 2018
Requested Action

•  Food Safety and Nutrition: Maintain and expand 
nutrition programs to reduce hunger, combat poverty, 
and support the local economy.

•  Specialty Crops and Market Access: Maintain funding 
and retain existing flexibility in the successful and  
high-impact Market Access Program and Specialty 
Crop Block Grants Program to reach more customers  
in world markets. 

• Support Beginning Farmers: Maintain funding levels for 
the Beginning Farm & Rancher Development Program 
(BFRDP) at $20M annually and streamline USDA 
programs to support the next generation of farmers.

• Ag Research and Technology: Maintain funding for 
the Special Crop Research Initiative (SCRI) at $80M 
annually; plan an increased emphasis and prioritization 
on new technologies for the mechanization of crops 
from planting to harvest.

• Farm Safety Net and Crop Insurance: Provide a  
stronger safety net with an effective crop insurance 
program and improve the Price Loss Coverage  
program to cover higher costs of production  
for California producers.

• Pest & Disease Management: Continue adequate 
support for the Plant Pest and Disease Management 
and Disaster Prevention Program.

• Conservation: Increase funding for the Agriculture 
Conservation Easement Program (ACEP) and improve 
the Equipment Quality Incentives Program (EQIP).

California is the largest agricultural producer and exporter in the nation. The Farm Bill is critical to 

the viability of agriculture in California and to combat hunger and poverty. Workforce investments 

are needed to grow the next generation of farmers and address food and ag-related skills gaps. An 

updated and expanded ag guest worker program is essential to address labor shortages. Implementing 

ag-technology to actively manage water, pest-management, and crop health depends on sufficient 

broadband coverage. Increase funding and eligibility for essential broadband infrastructure, from 

farm to business and community.

• National Organic Program (NOP): Support increased 
funding of NOP to keep pace with this rapidly growing 
and productive sector. 

• Healthy Forest Program: Enhance stewardship 
contracting authority to 20 years in areas where wood 
supply flow is being provided to maintain or enhance 
milling infrastructure. 

Broadband Access
Requested Action

• Support the President’s Agriculture & Rural Prosperity 
Task Force’s request that Farm Bill 2018 “expand and 
enhance the effectiveness of tools available to further 
connect rural American communities, homes, farms, 
businesses, first responders, educational facilities,  
and healthcare facilities to reliable and affordable  
high-speed internet services.” 

• Support the bi-partisan Broadband Connections for  
Rural Opportunities Program (“B-CROP”) Act (S1676  
and HR 4232).

• Expand eligibility of USDA broadband programs to 
communities that have rural characteristics and do 
not meet the FCC definition of broadband (25Mbps 
downstream/3Mbps upstream) for fixed broadband 
service; update Minimum Broadband Speed definitions 
for USDA broadband funding programs. 

• Increase funding for USDA’s Community Facility 
Program and approve its use for municipal broadband 
projects; include grants in addition to loans. 

• Encourage the FCC to transition spectrum from those 
frequencies with less demand to mobile allocations, 
which is so important for our rural farmers and 
communities across the region. 

H E A L T H  C A R E

The region’s health care sector plays a vital role in improving overall community health and is a key 

economic driver in the Capital Region. We believe that any changes to the health care system should 

continue progress in expanding access to health care for all Americans. Additionally, we seek to 

maintain Medicare without jeopardizing coverage or access for seniors, protect Medicaid to provide 

coverage to the most vulnerable in our communities and ensure a stabilized insurance market.

The Capital Region’s Health Care 
Leaders Collaborate To Improve 
Community Health
Requested Action

• Use the successful models of care established by 
innovative and collaborative programs happening 
throughout the Capital Region to improve public  
health in other communities across the country;  
and wherever possible.

• Improve funding and support for such programs to 
grow them to scale, and leverage existing funding  
and efforts to improve health and well-being in the 
Capital Region.

Summary of Background

The health care sector is a major employer and community 
partner in the Capital Region. With several not-for-profit 
health systems, 24 major and numerous smaller hospitals, 
affiliated health plans, other providers across the spectrum 
of care, a growing bioscience industry cluster, and local 
community-based organizations, the region’s health care 
sector has played a significant role in improving the overall 
health of the community for decades. The presence of 
multiple, well-established not-for-profit entities in the 
Capital Region allows for unique collaborative partnerships 
and shared solutions to reducing community-wide health 
disparities, with multiple projects initiated, funded, and 

sustained by Dignity Health, Kaiser Permanente, Sutter 
Health, and UC Davis Health. These local health systems 
have a longstanding tradition of joining forces and pooling 
resources to address the medical, mental health, and social 
service needs of special populations in the Capital Region.

Coverage: Medicare, Medicaid and 
Covered California
Requested Action

• Sustain Medicare funding to maintain coverage and 
access to care for seniors.

• Protect Medicaid as an essential way to provide 
coverage to the most vulnerable citizens in our 
community.

• Stabilize the individual insurance market by continuing 
federal subsidies for consumers. 

Summary of Background

Medicare and Medicaid (Medi-Cal) are large payer 
sources for health systems, hospitals, community 
clinics, physicians, and other providers, all of whom are 
committed to providing access to affordable, efficient, and 
effective health care to beneficiaries, despite operating 
in a challenging regulatory environment and difficult 
reimbursement structure.
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L A N D  U S E  &  N A T U R A L  R E S O U R C E S

The six-county Capital Region, comprised of rural, 
suburban, and urban communities, has worked diligently 
to plan for future growth, with the primary impediment 
being overreaching or unclear federal regulations 
that fail, by their structure, to recognize the unique 
circumstances, sophisticated planning paradigms, and 
strategic partnerships that we have forged in our region. 
Clarifying and realigning regulatory frameworks that have 
hampered our planned growth and land use will unleash 
our economic engine and allow for the creation of jobs  
and commerce throughout our region. 

The Capital Region’s balance between land use and the natural environment plays a significant role 

in our economic well-being. Our concentrations are on the advocacy for clarity in federal law and 

scope of agency jurisdiction regarding wetlands, seeking ways to increase efficiency by finalizing 

habit conservation plans, and achieving greater efficiency during consultation on Section 106 of the 

National Historic Preservation Act (NHPA).

Section 106 NHPA Consultation 
Efficiencies
Requested Action

With congressional support in hand, urge that 
the Sacramento District of the U.S. Army Corps 
of Engineers (USACE), in consultation with Corps 
Headquarters, the Advisory Council on Historic 
Preservation (ACHP), and the California State Historic 
Preservation Officer (SHPO), prioritize the execution of 
a regional Programmatic Agreement to guide a more 
well-defined Section 106 consultation process for 
individual Section 106 undertakings. Urge the USACE 
to develop more consistent policy guidance across its 

districts though proactive consultation with the ACHP 
to ensure successful implementation of public safety 
infrastructure for economic health in the complex 
cultural and legal environment of the Central Valley.

Summary of Background

Section 106 of the NNHPA requires federal agencies 
to take into account the effects of their undertakings 
on historic properties. The federal agency must consult 
with the SHPO and federally-recognized Native American 
tribes over the potential for its actions to affect historic 
properties. Recently, the Section 106 consultation 
process has become increasingly and disproportionately 
lengthy. These delays are facilitated by current  
regulation and policy, which would benefit greatly from 
clarification about reasonable timeframes and good-faith 
consultation efforts.

Complete Regional HCPs/Wetland 
Permits and Streamline Project HCPs
Requested Action

• Direct U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS) and 
USACE to complete the Placer, Yolo, and South 
Sacramento Habitat Conservation Plans (HCPs) and 
integrated Aquatic Resource permitting programs 
within the next year.

• Direct USFWS to develop a permit streamlining process 
for project-specific HCPs within the next two years.

• Establish statutory deadlines for Endangered Species 
Act (ESA) permit processing.

• Support Section 6 funding to jump-start implementation 
of regional HCPs.

• Allow for parallel processing of regional HCPs and 
Section 7/10 consultation so that individual projects 
can take advantage of either pathway, and neither be 
hindered by the need to wait for the approval of regional 
HCPs nor be required to re-start the process once 
regional HCPs are approved.

Summary of Background

The Sacramento Fish and Wildlife Office of Region 
8 of the USFWS is the busiest in the United States, 
working on over 115 HCPs to comply with the ESA, 
including dozens in the Sacramento Valley that are 
critical to balancing economic development and habitat 
conservation in the region. Fully integrating wetland 
permitting and Habitat Conservation Plans/Natural 
Community Conservation Planning is critical to the 
success of the landscape level conservation strategy  
for each of these plans.

Clarify Scope of Clean Water Act
Requested Action

Vacate 33 C.F.R. § 328.3; 80 Fed. Reg. 37054 (June 29, 
2015) (“2015 Regulation”): 

The 2015 Regulation is currently under review by the 
U.S. Supreme Court, and by executive agencies pursuant to 
a February 27, 2017 Executive Order; Amend the Clean 
Water Act to codify Justice Scalia’s plurality opinion in 
Rapanos; i.e., clearly define “waters of the United States” 
(WOTUS) and limit jurisdictional wetlands to those with 
a surface connection to a WOTUS.

Summary of Background

The Clean Water Act prohibits “the discharge of any 
pollutant” without a permit into “navigable waters,” which 
the Act defines simply as “the waters of the United 
States.” The Act does not define “wetlands;” they are 
regulated as “the waters of the United States.” The U.S. 
Supreme Court has, on three occasions, considered 
the extent to which non-navigable waters or wetlands 
are subject to the Clean Water Act but has been unable 
to develop a clear framework. This has substantially 
impeded economic development by creating a costly, 
time-consuming, and unpredictable permitting process 
under section 404 of the Act. Congress alone can 
permanently solve the problem by amending the Act to 
clearly define both WOTUS and jurisdictional wetlands. 
We support a somewhat broader definition better suited 
to the arid West and urge members of Congress to work 
in a bipartisan fashion to craft legislation that provides 
regulatory certainty while also protecting the nation’s 
water quality.

Bolster The Health Care Ecosystem
Requested Action

• Support federal policies to protect coverage gains  
and stabilize the individual insurance marketplace.

• Protect meaningful coverage for millions by  
maintaining federal funding for programs that  
keep insurance affordable. 

Summary of Background

The dramatic reduction in the uninsured population at the 
national level—from a high of 49.9 million people (16.3 
percent) without insurance in 2009 to a record low of 
28.1 million (8.8 percent) in 2016—gave the health care 
ecosystem the necessary stability to invest in innovative 
strategies to change the way health care is delivered, 
from volume to value. These new ways to deliver care 
have enabled providers and payors to address health 
care needs of individuals and keep populations healthy. 
In addition to improving health outcomes, reducing 
the number of uninsured has important economic 
benefits, including reducing the uncompensated care 
burden that has long been shifted to providers, insurers, 
individuals, and employers paying for coverage. Recent 
policy changes threaten market stability and may have 
a significant impact on individuals’ ability to access 
affordable health coverage and have consistent preventive 
and primary care. 

Mobile Integrated Health and Health 
Information Exchange In Sacramento
Requested Action

Information Only

Summary of Background

The Capital Region’s health care community has long 
been an example of collaboration and partnership. It is 
through the commitment of the four not-for-profit health 
systems in the region (Dignity Health, Kaiser Permanente, 
Sutter Health and UC Davis Health) and local EMS 
agencies (Sacramento Metro Fire District and Sacramento 
City Fire Department) have come together to address 
two daunting challenges:

• Improving access to low-acuity care in the field by 
relieving the strain on emergency medical services 
(EMS) and hospital emergency departments (ED):

• Developing a robust health information exchange 
to better manage patient care across providers and 
settings. Beginning with a focused pilot program, the 
Capital Region region emergency health services are in 
the process of strengthening the region’s capacity  
to care for the most vulnerable in our community.
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Mobile Crisis Response Team
In 2009, the economic downturn in the economy caused 
a decrease in funding for social programs and mental 
health support. Since then, homelessness and mental 
health crises have skyrocketed. Emergency calls for 
services involving individuals suffering from mental 
illness are an every day occurrence.

Requested Action

We request the provision of federal funds to enhance  
the County’s Mobile Crisis Response Team program 
which will fund additional teams and training.

Summary of Background

The National Alliance on Mental Illness (NAMI) and the 
Sacramento County Department of Behavioral Health 
Services (BHS) estimates that one in every five individuals 
suffers from a diagnosable mental illness. In Sacramento 
County alone, that number is estimated at over 300,000 
people. At any time these individuals could experience 
a crisis. Over the past ten years, funding for access 
to treatment and services has decreased, causing a 
skyrocketing rise in emergency calls for service. Also, 
the transient homeless population, with higher rates of 
mental illness, has spiked. Law enforcement and fire first 
responders are forced to handle complex calls related to 
mental health crises for which they are ill-equipped and 
under-educated. 

Public Safety Responders and 
Psychological Assistance
The Capital Region has the largest number of public 
safety first responders in Northern California. They deal 
with and respond to a high volume of calls as well as 
traumatic and high-risk situations. Additional funding for 
a regional psychologist will allow the affected agencies 
to not only be reactive but more proactive in the mental 
and psychological health of our first responders and help 
minimize the stressful effects of the job. 

Requested Action

Provide federal funds for a regional contracted 
psychologist to assist and support the mental health  
of the employees of the Sacramento region Police  
and Fire Departments.

Summary of Background

Public safety first responders acknowledge that stress 
is an inevitable part of the job, but often don’t recognize 
the long-term effects of this stress and how much it can 
interfere with their lives. Public safety was listed as one of 
the top ten most stressful jobs in 2017. There is current 
research proving that unmanaged stress can lead to other 
issues such as depression, anxiety, and PTSD. A recent 
study shows that one-third of active duty and retired 
officers suffer from post-traumatic stress. 

T R A N S P O R T A T I O N

California’s economy relies on getting goods from farms, manufacturing plants, and ports to 

businesses and homes across the country and throughout the world. Thanks to recently passed 

Senate Bill 1, the Road Repair and Accountability Act of 2017, the six-county Capital Region is well 

positioned to leverage federal investments in transportation infrastructure over the next decade. 

The Metro Chamber is asking our federal partners to do their share by passing a comprehensive 

federal transportation-funding package, by streamlining project delivery, and by increasing 

cooperation among federal agencies to reduce costs associated with projects. 

Transportation Funding and  
Policy Priorities
Requested Action

• Continue the bipartisan commitment to federal funding 
for all modes of transportation, including public 
transportation and passenger rail.

• New infrastructure expenditures should be funded  
with new revenues, not just taking money from 
existing programs.

• Streamline project delivery and environmental review 
while continuing to protect the environment.

• Reduce funding silos and increase cooperation  
among federal agencies.

Summary of Background

California’s transportation systems are in dire need of 
additional federal support as the state looks to backfill 
over $200B in deferred maintenance to the state 
highways and bridges, local streets and roads, and public 
transit. The Metro Chamber is asking for congressional 
and federal support in addressing funding problems 

P U B L I C  S A F E T Y 

The Capital Region must continue to be focused on eliminating the problems that create excessive 

challenges on the public safety system. The Capital Region, like many others, is facing challenges 

in response to excessive traffic, decreased staffing, and increased workload. In addition, local 

law enforcement and fire departments need access to important funding sources that enable 

them to establish valued partnerships, purchase needed equipment, and provide critical training 

opportunities, while they continue to provide traditional valuable public safety programs. 

Local Government Response to 
Catastrophic Incidents
The first responsibility of government is to provide public 
safety by ensuring that funding is dedicated to fire and 
emergency response. California’s fire and rescue Mutual 
Aid System for responding to disasters is the most 
effective in the world; however, it is stretched to the 
limit, due to past and current economic crises and the 
increased number of major emergencies.

Requested Action

Support policy change and provide essential federal 
funding to enhance the state mutual aid system’s ability 
to protect its citizens, economy, and quality of life from 
catastrophic incidents.

Summary of Background

California’s Mutual Aid System is the most effective in  
the world. It is stretched to the limit and needs investments 
to become proactive in advance of predictable events. 
Local government provides 80+ percent of the resources; 
unfortunately, reimbursement by federal agencies 
are often delayed. The system depends on seamless 
integration between all levels of responders: California 
becomes one fire department. The system needs updated 
technology for resource ordering/tracking and predictive 
services, and improved reimbursement methods to 
 meet emergency response needs.

Urban Areas Security Initiative 
(UASI) Funding
It is the job of public safety to train and outfit its first 
responders. In some cases, these responders: firefighters, 
police officers, and other responders may need 
specialized training and or equipment that requires 
specialized training. In the Capital Region, there 
are several infrastructure-related items that require 
specialized training and/or tools to mitigate a novel 
incident. A response to a flood or hazardous materials 
incident, or an incident at the State Capitol, would  
require multiple first responders trained at a high level to 
mitigate any novel incident in the region. The constant 

wavering of the Sacramento UASI makes it hard to 
depend on and build the resilient responders that we 
have grown to rely on.

Requested Action

Provide a much-needed increased level of UASI  
funding by elevating the Capital Region UASI to a  
level comparable to other capital UASI cities.

Summary of Background

Since the early formation of the UASI’s in the U.S. the 
federal government has defunded the Sacramento UASI 
to a level that will only support one full-scale exercise 
approximately every two years. The UASI has been 
diminished to the point it cannot advance or replace aging 
equipment or technology. As well, the instructor core has 
suffered as there are so few classes provided in the region 
that the newer responders are left in a curriculum void. 
This is dangerous as incidents that were once handled 
with routine expertise have again become novel to the 
next generation of responders.

Wireless Early Warning Opt-Out
To adopt a national, mandatory, “opt-out” standard  
for a Wireless Emergency Alerting (WEA) system in  
all U.S. counties. 

Requested Action

Provide federal funds and support to policy changes  
for an implementation of a national “opt-out” standard 
for local and statewide usage of a WEA system.

Summary of Background

In the United States, two-thirds of the 3,142 counties do 
not have a WEA standard for how local authorities provide 
essential, life-saving information during an emergency. 
In fact, only one-third of U.S. counties have access to 
the WEA system, which started in April 2012. Further, 49 
percent of all households are wireless only, and mobile 
subscribers outnumber the population of the U.S.; thus, the 
need for a national WEA standard is critical to public safety.
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for maintenance and growth, streamlining federal 
procedures, and reducing the impediments that prevent 
the state and federal governments from cooperating 
on projects that would keep California moving and our 
economy growing. 

For the first time in 23 years, California’s legislature acted 
on a growing transportation revenue gap that has resulted 
in over $200B backlog in deferred maintenance to the 
state’s highways and bridges, local streets and roads,  
and local public transit systems. SB1, the Road Repair  
and Accountability Act of 2017, provides over $5.4B 
annually to address the state’s infrastructure needs. 

The Metro Chamber is asking our federal partners to 
follow our lead and address transportation infrastructure 
spending through raising new revenues, not taking from 
one pot to pay another. As a fast-growing area of 2.4 
million people—larger than 15 states—the Capital Region 
is a vital part of our state and federal economy. Our region 
has long embraced and benefited from a multimodal 
approach to transportation, including freeways, streets, 
rail, and transit to move goods and people throughout 
the six-county region. The Metro Chamber hopes for 
continued support of these multimodal transportation 
options in future infrastructure plans as these keep our 
economy growing and our people moving.

To that end, the Metro Chamber opposes federal cuts 
to public transportation as a means to invest in other 
infrastructure projects. Any plan that cuts funding for 
passenger rail and local transit would be misguided 
and shortsighted. The funding would not be significant 
enough to generate transformative changes, but the 
reduction in public transit and passenger rail funds 
would be large enough to do irreparable damage to the 
region’s growing economy and achievements in reducing 
greenhouse gas emissions. 

As a way to complement the additional federal and 
state funding, the Metro Chamber is asking our federal 
partners to assist in reducing the burdensome regulations 
and provisions that prevent key investments in public 
infrastructure projects. By implementing the provisions 
of MAP-21 and the FAST Act, we could streamline the 
project delivery process and help our region and other 
parts of the state begin and complete infrastructure 
projects in a timely, efficient, and economical manner. 
The Metro Chamber is asking that California be included 
in a FAST-Act pilot program that allows up to five states 
to have assumed federal responsibility for the NEPA 
review to use their state laws and regulations to conduct 
environmental reviews and approve projects. California 
is eligible to participate in this pilot, but it does not make 
sense as currently structured due to additional judicial 
review that may be triggered. Congress should modify 
the pilot so that a condition that allows for a judicial 

review period to be at 150-days, instead of two years, 
be inserted. This update would make the program more 
advantageous to California. 

Capital Region Transportation Projects
Requested Action

• Work with Congressional members and staff to fund 
much-needed goods transportation projects in the 
Capital Region.

• Increase opportunities for Intelligent Transportation 
Systems along major commuter corridors throughout 
the region.

• Fund transit and intercity rail projects throughout the 
Capital Region to better connect residents to economic 
hubs and opportunities.

• Have federal partners support increased state and  
local investments in transportation infrastructure.

Summary of Background

California’s economic engine is based on getting 
goods from farms, manufacturing plants, and ports, 
to businesses and homes across the country and 
throughout the world. To continue the state’s strong 
economic growth, the Metro Chamber is asking our 
federal partners to work with us in addressing vital 
transportation projects throughout the six-county region. 
These projects will allow the region to continue delivering 
almost $2B worth of agricultural products produced 
each year within our region, as well as continue to allow 
for the flow of manufactured goods and information 
technologies between Bay Area economic hubs such as 
San Francisco, San Jose, and Oakland throughout the 
Northern California region. 

Sacramento’s major goods movement systems include 
multi-directional rail systems, four major freeways (Hwy 
50, Hwy 99, I-5, I-80), the Port of West Sacramento, a 
new interregional freight roadway, and multiple airports 
(Sacramento International Airport, Mather Airport, 
Sacramento Executive Airport, and McClellan Airfield). In 
order to maintain the economic prosperity of our region 
and state, the Chamber is asking our federal partners to 
help push for the funding and completion of projects that 
allow for greater goods movement and increased capacity 
and access for transportation. Projects such as improving 
interchanges along economic corridors, rail realignments, 
and road improvement projects will need increased funding 
from the federal government. As California reinvests 
in state and local transportation infrastructure through 
Senate Bill 1’s (The Road Repair and Accountability Act 
of 2017) $5.4B annual investment, matching dollars and 

money for capacity expansion and increased services will 
be imperative in continuing to keep our region’s economic 
engine churning. 

Transit and intercity rail projects continue to be a priority 
for the six-county metro region as well as the larger 
Northern California/Bay Area mega-region. Funding for 
the Capitol Corridor third track and station relocation will 
allow for increased services in the Sacramento region as 
well as greater connectivity to the Bay Area. Funding for 
local transit projects throughout the region will allow for 
greater economic growth in the area as employers are 
connected growing a more talented employee pool. 

As the flow of goods and people moves throughout 
the area, it will be imperative for the Capital Region to 
have the latest in intelligent transportation systems 
technologies. Technology that facilitates the gathering 
and sharing of travel patterns will allow for greater 
mobility of goods and people throughout Northern 
California. Providing additional information to travelers 
and companies will reduce congestion, prevent accidents 
and incidents, and allow for better preparation during 
construction and special events. 

Aviation
The Capital Region is home to four airports that range from 
international travel to local business airparks and executive 
airports. The Metro Chamber is asking our federal partners 
to assist the region’s growing economy by helping push 
a series of recommendations ranging from modernizing 
the federal cap on the Passenger Facility Charge (PFC), 
investing in NextGen Systems, fully protecting the Airport 
Improvement Program (AIP), and enhancing airports’ ability 
to mitigate environmental impacts through streamlining of 
the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA). 

Requested Action

• Modernize the federal cap on the locally set PFC 
program by raising it to $8.50 and adjusting it 
periodically to offset the impacts of inflation.

• Make useful investments in the Next Generation Air 
Transportation System (NextGen) and include local 
airport operators in all levels of the development of 
NextGen to ensure greater system efficiencies.

• Fully protect the federal AIP by authorizing it at  
$3.35 billion and ensuring funds are not diverted  
for FAA operations.

• Enhance flexibility to mitigate environmental  
impacts at airports by streamlining NEPA 
requirements and increasing opportunities  
to expand sustainability efforts.

• Prohibit cost-shifting to airports for federal  
security responsibilities.

Summary of Background

Sacramento International Airport is the primary gateway 
airport to the capital of the world’s sixth largest economy. 
Unfortunately, whether it is decreased federal funding, 
lack of connection to the nation’s capital, or shifting 
requirements for necessary programs, Sacramento 
International Airport’s ability to compete with other 
similarly sized regional airports is being limited. 

Over the next five years, airports will require over $100B 
to improve infrastructure to prevent passenger delays 
and congestion. Direct federal funding for infrastructure 
through the FAA’s AIP has declined over 10 percent in the 
past seven years and only covers a fraction of the total 
infrastructure projects required to upgrade and maintain 
a world-class aviation system. Modernizing the PFC to 
$8.50 now and indexing it for inflation would restore its 
original purchasing power and allow local communities 
the ability to set their individual PFC user fees based on 
locally determined needs for ensuring the safety and 
security of their airports.

In the spirit of Cap-to-Cap, establishing a better and faster 
connection between Sacramento and Washington D.C. 
would benefit both cities and respective governments. 
Representing the capital of the sixth largest economy in 
the world, the Sacramento Metro Chamber is asking for 
a political push to award a pair of extra-perimeter slots 
to enable the launch of nonstop flights between Reagan 
International Airport (DCA) and Sacramento International 
Airport. As a new entrant career into the DCA market, 
Hawaiian Airlines could utilize the extra slots to provide 
nonstop service between the two airports using their  
brand new Airbus A312neo aircraft, as well as provide  
one-stop, no change of plane service between 
Washington D.C. and Honolulu. 

The Sacramento International Airport is also asking for 
support from congressional staff and agency partners 
as the airport navigates through federal policy changes 
as it relates to environmental impacts at airports, cost 
shifting for federal security responsibilities that are 
placed on local law enforcement officers, and NextGen 
capabilities to help alleviate bottlenecks for the national 
air transportation system. 
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W O R K F O R C E  D E V E L O P M E N T  &  E D U C A T I O N

The skills and knowledge needed to succeed in today’s economy start in our schools and are 

advanced in our colleges, universities, and apprenticeship programs. The Capital Region’s school 

districts, community colleges, universities, private colleges, workforce development organizations, 

and businesses have a long history of innovation and alignment to meet workforce needs. Our success, 

however, will require a continued commitment from the federal government to support financial  

aid, career technical education, and employment and training services, among several other key 

workforce programs.

College and Career Readiness
Requested Action

We urge Congress to address the teacher shortage 
by preserving both the Teacher Quality Partnership 
Program and TEACH grants, reauthorize the Perkins 
Career and Technical Act of 2006, support equity in 
education to level the playing field so that all students 
have the same accessibility and opportunity, invest in 
high-quality early learning pathways for students and 
support the DREAM act with a focus on providing a 
pathway to citizenship.

Summary of Background

A world-class education and workforce system, 
responsive to the demands of a global economy is key 
to the economic competitiveness of the Capital Region. 
Business, education, and workforce development leaders 
throughout the region have worked diligently over the 
last several years to align and coordinate programs and 
policies to boost our region’s economic objectives. Our 
k-12 recommendations would advance current efforts to 
address hurdles that prevent us from providing equitable 
educational opportunities to all students, starting before 
kindergarten, that truly prepares them to enter a viable 
workforce with the necessary skills to be successful. 
Your support in policies and funding across the varied 
educational segments would allow us to prepare 
members of our community for both academic and 
economic success.

Post-Secondary Success
Requested Action

We urge congress to reauthorize the Higher Education 
Act (HEA) with a focus on affordability, accessibility, and 
accountability, and to fully fund the key financial aid and 
student services programs, including Pell Grants, which 
put a college degree within the reach of thousands of 
Americans at public and private universities.

Summary of Background

HEA reauthorization is the ideal vehicle to strengthen 
the federal programs that contribute to student 
success and improve our system of federal student 
aid to meet workforce needs and strengthen the 
economy. We believe that the overarching goals of 
the HEA reauthorization should be to preserve higher 
education accessibility and affordability. We encourage 
Congressional leaders to work in a bipartisan fashion 
to ensure the continued success of our nation’s higher 
education programs and institutions. 

Investment in Regional Water 
Infrastructure
Requested Action

Support the Capital Region in developing and maintaining 
regional water projects that secure water for present and 
future needs, benefit statewide demands, and create jobs.

Summary of Background

Federal support through funding partnerships, favorable 
financing, and political support helps advance regional 
water infrastructure priorities such as securing federal 
recognition for a large-scale groundwater banking project, 
accessing robust Sacramento River supplies through 
a completed RiverArc Project, storing additional water 
through the development of Sites Reservoir, and 
expanding recycled water capabilities.

As California and the Capital Region strive to build on the economic expansion of the last decade, 

water will be a critical resource. Meeting the region’s current and future water needs will require 

continued investment in water infrastructure and sound public policy from the federal government. 

Optimizing groundwater banking and conjunctive use, expanding the use of recycled water, 

improving infrastructure for the storage of surface water, and protecting and enhancing water 

supplies from the Sacramento, American, Feather, and other north state rivers are priorities  

that position the region for future prosperity. 

W A T E R  R E S O U R C E S

Support for Regional Water  
Policy Initiatives 
Requested Action

Support local initiatives and needed policy reforms that 
promote long-term water supply reliability and a vibrant 
regional economy.

Summary of Background

Federal support is needed on a number of policy 
initiatives, which seek to enhance the operations of 
federal facilities, streamline procedures, improve the 
environment, and ensure the water supply needs of  
the region’s communities. 




