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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY: 2018 PRIORITY ISSUES 
 

As the California Capital Region’s leading advocate for economic prosperity, the Sacramento Metro 
Chamber has identified the following three critical focus areas for 2018: Workforce to Fuel Economic 

Growth, Infrastructure Investment to Build our Future, and Regulatory Streamlining to Encourage Progress.  
These key themes are critical for economic growth, improved business recruitment, retention and 

expansion, and will drive substantive employment opportunities.  
 

WORKFORCE TO FUEL ECONOMIC GROWTH 

Robust regional economic growth is fueled by a diverse, well-trained workforce. Business, education, and 
workforce development leaders in our region have worked diligently over the last several years to coordinate 
programs and policies to provide the education and experiences necessary to transition citizens from 
unemployment and underemployment to full, high-wage employment in growth industries. California’s Capital 
Region needs both a degreed workforce and one with strong career technical skills. We ask that the federal 
government embrace its role in funding workforce and educational systems that support local regions. Key 
federal priorities for our region include: 

• Support creative incentive programs to encourage workforce training in exchange for benefits with little or 
no fiscal impact to agencies, such as expedited permit processing. 

• Increase funding for Workforce Innovation and Opportunity Act (WIOA) workforce and adult education 
grants, and restore career and technical education (CTE) state grant funding. 

• Include funding for non-traditional apprenticeships and work-based learning in the BUILDS Act, while 
supporting industry partnerships. 

• Remove barriers to effective job training for Temporary Assistance for Needy Families program recipients. 
• Reauthorize the Higher Education Act with a focus on affordability, accessibility, and accountability. 
• Fully fund key financial aid and student services programs, including the use of year-round Pell Grants for 

shorter-term education resulting in industry-recognized credentials.  
• Reauthorize the Perkins Career and Technical Act of 2006 to seamlessly link academic and technical 

content across secondary and postsecondary education in all 50 states and the territories. 
• Support equity in education to level the playing field so that all students – especially students in poverty – 

have the same accessibility and opportunity, regardless of their socioeconomic status or rural locations.  
• Pass a bipartisan authorization of the DREAM Act, and ensure that middle-skill credentials or degrees are 

among the educational paths to citizenship. 
• Pass the proposed AG Act (H-2C) with an increased Visa Cap and flexibility for workers to become at-will 

workers and not be tied to a single employer. 
• Preserve the Teacher Quality Partnership Program and TEACH grants to address our teacher shortage. 
• Promote and support a diverse slate of Civic Amenities to create a community and culture where a talented 

workforce desires to locate and stay. 
 
 

INFRASTRUCTURE INVESTMENT TO BUILD OUR FUTURE  

The roads, rail, pipes, and wires are the platform upon which our economy is built. Because most infrastructure 
serves regional needs and is a cost burden greater than any one community can support, we rely on the federal 
government to play a key role in making sure the infrastructure is robust and dependable in support of the 
economy and to allow job and business growth to occur.  

In recent decades, we have experienced a significant attrition in the federal commitment to the capacity and 
integrity of the infrastructure we depend on to support the economy. Furthermore, as a nation, we have fallen 
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behind in the technical infrastructure needed to ensure that our country can compete with the rest of the world 
in the digital age. We have identified several federal infrastructure priorities, including, but not limited to:  

• Provide strong and stable multimodal transportation funding for roads, bridges, highways, railways, airports, 
and transit to move people, goods, and services within and between markets. 

• Ensure sufficient federal funding for water and flood infrastructure to provide for public safety and meet the 
needs of businesses, citizens, and the environment. 

• Make important investments in technology infrastructure to fully engage the digital age and global economy 
to support our national competitiveness including expansion of eligibility for Department of Agriculture 
broadband programs in agricultural areas that are adjacent to urban populations. 

• A new federal infrastructure package is needed to fund critically important infrastructure investments, 
needs to include substantial funding, not just financing, and new programs should be funded with new 
revenues, not reallocated from existing successful programs.  

 

REGULATORY STREAMLINING TO ENCOURAGE PROGRESS 

The regulatory environment is the framework which encourages or impedes economic growth. To foster our 
region’s economic growth, businesses must have an environment that allows them to utilize their resources 
without the uncertainty of inefficient over-regulation and duplicative regulatory compliance processes. The risk 
associated with the unpredictability of the federal process kills important projects. When project approvals have 
certainty, community investment occurs and businesses thrive, resulting in a region where people can work, live, 
play, and grow.  

Congress and the Administration have engaged the regulatory reform and streamlining discussion in a 
meaningful and realistic way in 2017 and the Sacramento Metro Chamber is committed to helping continue 
those efforts. While some level of regulation is necessary to ensure public safety, and provide for the common 
welfare, we have identified several areas where regulatory reform, rollback, and streamlining will unleash our 
region’s economic potential and contribute to regional prosperity including, but not limited to: 

• Streamline the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers Section 404 Permit Process and create predictability in the 
process and clear timelines for federal approvals.   

• Appropriately prioritize U.S. Army Corps of Engineers Section 408 actions to facilitate timely and effective 
implementation of locally-implemented flood and water conveyance improvement projects. 

• Amend the Clean Water Act to clearly define the scope of waters and wetlands subject to the Act, and roll back 
the current overreach of federal regulators relative to jurisdictional wetlands. 

• Improve transportation project delivery through increased flexibility on alternative project delivery methods, and 
integrated planning, project development, review, permitting, and environmental processes.  

• Implement the provisions of MAP-21 and the Fixing America’s Surface Transportation (FAST) Act to streamline 
the project delivery process to help regions and states complete projects in a timely manner  

• Reform the Endangered Species Act and the National Environmental Policy Act via both legislative changes and 
administrative implementation to properly balance environmental needs with the need to grow the economy 
through public infrastructure investments. 

• Revise environmental reciprocity authorized in MAP-21 for a shorter judicial review period and reduce funding 
silos and increase cooperation among federal agencies.  

• Prioritize development of a regional Programmatic Agreement to guide a well-defined National Historic 
Preservation Act Section 106 consultation process for projects subject to the Section 404 permit process. 

• Support modernization of the Federal Emergency Management Agency’s national flood insurance program for 
agriculture. 
 

 
California plays a critical role in our nation’s overall prosperity. As the sixth largest economy globally, with the 
greatest share of total U.S. jobs, California drives the domestic economy and leads the nation in manufacturing, 
agriculture, and innovation. That makes the California Capital Region the focal point for economic development, 
job creation, and increased investment which is vital, not just to California, but the country as well.  
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