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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY: CAP-TO-CAP 2018 TEAM ISSUES 
 
Air Quality: Public-private partners in California’s Capital Region have collaborated for over three decades, with 
bold action and significant strides toward cleaner air. The region, however, does not meet state and federal 
health-based air quality standards, adversely impacting health and economic growth. The need for critical 
progress remains. Federal investments in voluntary incentive programs; forest resilience; biomass; rural 
broadband infrastructure; and continuing EPA grants for state and local air agencies will drive cleaner air, job 
creation, and economic growth in the region. 
 
 
Civic Amenities: Business in the Capital Region thrives on a talented and diverse workforce and an expanding 
robust customer base.  Workers and customers alike desire to locate and live in a place with a diverse slate of 
quality civic assets and amenities.  This year, we explore the FANTASTIC FORCE of FESTIVALS and FACILITIES 
to a region, including their economic, cultural, placemaking, and community benefits.  We will meet with those 
that organize and market regional festivals to learn how they navigate through promotional, location, security, 
curatorial, permitting and other issues.  We will meet with those that develop and/or repurpose facilities for 
expanded or new uses to support and build vibrant civic amenities.  And we will have an enlightening panel 
discussion to consider how to bring it back home. 
 
 
Community Resources: The Housing Crisis and Homeless Crisis have collided in the United States, and 
especially on the West Coast, where working families struggle to keep up with rising rents and homeless service 
programs are burned by a piping hot rental market. We are seeking to retain federal funding and programs that 
provide affordable housing opportunities and federal assistance with the development and implementation of a 
meaningful response to the rising homeless population. 
 
 
Economic Development: The Chamber’s public policy objective is to advocate for an environment that will create 
a thriving place to live and work, embolden economic development, protect and expand existing businesses, and 
grow, recruit, and retain new businesses. By protecting small business and development projects from frivolous 
lawsuits, regulatory review and streamlining that supports innovation and provides certainty in the federal 
permit approval process, and investing in capacity to affordably fund public works projects that improve goods 
movement throughout the region, the California Capital Region can continue to drive the national economy. 
 
 
Flood Protection: Increased federal investment in the Sacramento region’s flood risk reduction infrastructure 
along with streamlined processes for local-led improvements are critical to reduce life safety risk, protect tens 
of billions of dollars of existing infrastructure, and support economic growth. Changes to FEMA’s 
implementation of the National Flood Insurance Program are also essential for California’s agricultural industry 
to continue to drive the economy and provide food for the country.   
 
 
Food & Agriculture: California is the largest agricultural producer and exporter in the nation. The Farm Bill is 
critical to the viability of agriculture in California and to combat hunger and poverty. A skilled workforce for food 
and agricultural jobs is in increasingly short supply. An updated and expanded Ag Guestworker program is 
essential to address labor shortages. Implementing ag technology to actively manage water, pest management, 
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and crop health depends on sufficient broadband coverage. Increase funding and eligibility for essential 
broadband infrastructure, from farm to business and community. 
 
 
Health Care: The region’s health care sector plays a vital role in improving overall community health and is a key 
economic driver in California’s Capital Region. We believe that any changes to the health care system should 
continue progress in expanding access to health care for all Americans. Additionally, we seek to maintain 
Medicare without jeopardizing coverage or access for seniors, protect Medicaid to provide coverage to the most 
vulnerable in our communities and ensure a stabilized insurance market. 
 
 
Land Use & Natural Resources: The Capital Region’s balance between land use and the natural environment 
plays a significant role in our economic well-being. Our concentrations are on the advocacy for clarity in federal 
law and scope of agency jurisdiction regarding wetlands, seeking ways to increase efficiency by finalizing habit 
conservation plans, and achieving greater efficiency during consultation on Section 106 of the National Historic 
Preservation Act. 
 
 
Public Safety: The Capital Region must continue to be focused on eliminating the problems that create 
excessive challenges on the public safety system. The Capital Region, like many others, is facing challenges in 
response to excessive traffic, decreased staffing, and increased workload. In addition, local law enforcement 
and fire departments need access to important funding sources that enable them to establish valued 
partnerships, purchase needed equipment, and provide critical training opportunities, while they continue to 
provide traditional valuable public safety programs. 
 
 
Transportation Funding & Policy Priorities: 
California’s economy relies on getting goods from farms, manufacturing plants, and ports to businesses and 
homes across the country and throughout the world.  Thanks to recently passed Senate Bill 1, the Road Repair 
and Accountability Act of 2017, the six-county Capital Region is well positioned to leverage federal investments 
in transportation infrastructure over the next decade. The Metro Chamber is asking our federal partners to do 
their share by passing a comprehensive federal transportation-funding package by streamlining project delivery, 
and by increasing cooperation among federal agencies to reduce costs associated with projects.  
 
Transportation Aviation:  
The Capital Region is home to four airports that range from international travel to local business airparks and 
executive airports. The Sacramento Metro Chamber is asking our federal partners to assist the region’s growing 
economy by helping push a series of recommendations ranging from modernizing the federal cap on the 
Passenger Facility Charge (PFC), investing in NextGen Systems, fully protecting the Airport Improvement 
Program (AIP), and enhancing airports’ ability to mitigate environmental impacts through streamlining of the 
National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA).  
 
 
Water Resources: As California and the Capital Region strive to build on the economic expansion of the last 
decade, water will be a critical resource. Meeting the region’s current and future water needs will require 
continued investment in water infrastructure and sound public policy from the federal government. Optimizing 
groundwater banking and conjunctive use, expanding the use of recycled water, improving infrastructure for the 
storage of surface water, and protecting and enhancing water supplies from the Sacramento, American, Feather, 
and other north state rivers are priorities that position the region for future prosperity.    
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Workforce Development & Education: The skills and knowledge needed to succeed in today’s economy are 
activated in our schools and are advanced in our colleges, universities and apprenticeship providers. The 
California Capital Region’s school districts, community colleges, universities, private colleges, workforce 
development organizations, and businesses have a long history of innovation and alignment to meet workforce 
needs. Our success, however, will require a continued commitment from the federal government to support 
financial aid, career technical education, and employment and training services, among several other key 
workforce programs. 
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