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TRANSPORTATION TEAM EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 
 

Team Leaders:  Erik Johnson, SACOG, ejohnson@sacog.org 
 Margie Namba, Granite Construction, margie.namba@gcinc.com 
 Mark Haneke, Sacramento County Airport System, HanekeM@saccounty.net 

Francisco Castillo, Union Pacific, fcastillo@up.com 
 

TRANSPORTATION POLICY PRIORITIES AND REGULATORY REFORM 

Requested Action: Fund all modes of transportation, and fully implement project streamlining 
already authorized by Congress. 

Summary of Background: The Fixing America’s Surface Transportation (FAST) Act 
establishes a pilot program to allow up to five states that have assumed federal 
responsibility for the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) review process to use their 
state laws and regulations to conduct environmental reviews and approve projects. 
Unfortunately, the judicial review period for projects using the pilot would be two years 
instead of the current 150-day period applicable to federal-aid highway projects.  

The Federal Government should also improve the project delivery process through increased 
flexibility on alternative project delivery methods, and integrated planning, project 
development, review, permitting, and environmental processes. The Office of Management 
and Budget should also ensure that regulatory rulemaking issues, by different agencies on 
the same subject or those that overlap, are coordinated to ensure consistency and minimize 
conflicting processes and performance measurement. 

 

CALIFORNIA CAPITAL REGION INFRASTRUCTURE FUNDING  

Requested Action: Continue federal investment in our region’s transportation system to keep 
people and goods moving to support a growing economy. Should the Federal Government 
fund comprehensive infrastructure investment, California’s Capital Region stands ready to 
partner. 

Summary of Background: Our region has multimodal facilities for goods and people 
movement including the rail system, I-80, I-5, US 50, Port of West Sacramento, the 
interregional freight roadways, the airport system, and bicycle and pedestrian infrastructure. 
These facilities play a significant role in the regional, state, and national economy. Critical 
improvements to these facilities ranging from regional highway upgrades, port 
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enhancements, transit facilities, to bridges in several counties are outlined in our supporting 
documentation. 

 

AVIATION FUNDING AND POLICY PRIORITIES 

Requested Action: Assure adequate funding and flexibility for the Sacramento County Airport 
System to remain viable and grow. 

Summary of Background: As the primary gateway airport to the capital of the sixth largest 
economy in the world, the Sacramento International Airport plays a vital role in the economic 
vibrancy of the Central Valley and Northern California region. We request 
congressional/agency support to address significant issues that stand as an impediment to 
air traffic growth and success including the federal cap on the Passenger Facility Charges, 
cost-shifting to airports for federal security responsibilities, environmental impact, and 
customs issues. 

 

 AUTONOMOUS VEHICLE POLICIES 

Requested Action: Provide grants and funding for the public sector to play a role in testing 
and working with autonomous vehicle technology, and look to our region as a potential test 
bed for new technologies. 

Summary of Background: California’s Capital Region is well positioned to be a national test 
bed for new technologies and innovation. The region’s geography, communities, and 
transportation infrastructure are diverse and mirror the nation as a whole. With the 
combination of private, academic, and government sectors all in close proximity, establishing 
a phased testing and deployment of autonomous vehicles can be done smoothly and safely 
in California’s Capital Region. The Federal Government should provide grants and funding for 
the public sector to play a role in testing and working with autonomous vehicle technology, 
and look to our region as a potential test bed for new technologies. 
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