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PUBLIC SAFETY TEAM EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 
 

Team Leaders:  Ken Bernard, City of Sacramento Police Department, 
KBernard@pd.cityofsacramento.org 
Maurice Johnson, Sacramento Metro Fire, johnson.maurice@metrofire.ca.gov 

 
 

ASSET FORFEITURE/EQUITABLE SHARING 

Requested Action: Reinstate the asset forfeiture equitable sharing program, between the 
federal government and state/local/tribal law enforcement agencies, which was suspended 
in December 2015. 

Summary of Background: For over 30 years, the Federal Asset Forfeiture program has 
allowed for “equitable sharing” of seized assets between law enforcement participants of 
joint task forces which include the federal government and state, local and tribal agencies. 
On December 21, 2015, the Federal Justice Department notified local law enforcement 
departments nationwide that asset seizure payments were being suspended due to a $1.2 
billion cut to the program’s budget over two years. Money and property could still be seized 
and forfeited, however local agencies would no longer get a share through participating in the 
action. The suspension of equitable sharing payments will have a detrimental effect on the 
partnerships between federal law enforcement and local agencies across the country. Local 
agencies may be forced to reconsider their ability to participate in joint task forces with the 
Federal Government. In addition, local agencies will not only lose an important source of 
funds that enable them to purchase needed resources, valuable partnerships created by joint 
task forces may also be sacrificed.  

 

911/EMS SYSTEM INNOVATION 

Requested Action: Provide federal funds and support policy change to allow for 
implementation of a mobile integrated healthcare (MIH) program to help decrease hospital 
emergency department overcrowding, decrease impact on fire/EMS and law enforcement, 
decrease costs, and result in a more efficient use of public safety resources. 

Summary of Background: In partnership with the Sacramento Fire Department (SFD), the 
Sacramento Metropolitan Fire District (Metro Fire), the Hospital Council of Northern and 
Central California and our region’s health systems are working together to develop and 
implement a Mobile Integrated Healthcare (MIH) pilot program. The MIH aims to decrease 
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healthcare costs, reduce the workload and waiting times in emergency rooms, and improve 
the quality of life and care for patients outside of the hospital system. This is done by 
utilizing mobile resources and trained paramedics, nurses and/or physician assistants to 
help deliver particular non-emergency medical service and to triage care to more appropriate 
destinations.  

 

THE HOMELESS AND MENTALLY ILL 

Requested Action:  Provide federal funds for homeless-mental health outreach teams to 
include fire/EMS and law enforcement officers, social workers and licensed mental health 
clinicians, as well as increased capacity of the mental health judicial system.  

Summary of Background: California’s Capital Region is facing a homelessness crisis. The 
region’s current needs outweigh shelter capacity, leaving too many seniors, veterans, 
families, and individuals sleeping on the street and in vehicles. Law enforcement experience, 
has shown that 80-85 percent of this population suffers from mental illness. A 2013 County 
Homeless Census also estimated that 40 percent of the region’s homeless suffer from 
chronic substance abuse.  

The reasons underlying this crisis are many, and it is an issue that local governments cannot 
solve alone. A coordinated focus on pathways out of homelessness is critical. This includes: 
investing more in programs that show measurable results to address the needs of the most 
vulnerable people; supporting the capacity of the region’s nonprofit sector to use best 
practices more effectively and consistently; and using data to benchmark and track the 
impact of outreach work. The law enforcement mental health clinician outreach model has 
demonstrated success in other jurisdictions. 

 

CYBERSECURITY INITIATIVES AND PROGRAMS 

Requested Action:  Support federal legislation to fund Cybersecurity initiatives and programs 
to support local, municipal, and county government entities. 

Summary of Background: All forms of cyber-attacks increased throughout 2016 (size, scope 
and frequency). The hacktivist campaigns related to the presidential election achieved world-
wide notoriety and exposed significant security flaws in public and private systems and 
networks. We also experienced a rise in Nation State “faketivism” attacks as a disinformation 
method to achieve state level goals. We also saw malicious software (malware) continue to 
evolve with new forms of ransomware striking public and private entities. And lastly, in 2016, 
Internet of Things devices allowed some of the largest Distributed Denial of Service (DDoS) 
attacks in history due to the increased use of botnets search warrant is served on the 
manufacturer of the device or operating system.  
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