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HEALTH CARE TEAM EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 
 

Team Leaders:  Kelly Brenk, Sutter Health, brenkkm@sutterhealth.org 
 Holly Harper, Sutter Health, harperh1@sutterhealth.org 
 

CALIFORNIA’S CAPITAL REGION HEALTH CARE LEADERS COLLABORATE  
TO IMPROVE COMMUNITY HEALTH 

Requested Action:  

• Use the successful models of care established by innovative and collaborative programs 
happening throughout California’s Capital Region to improve public health in other communities 
across the country; and, where possible 

• Improve funding and support for such programs to grow them to scale, and leverage existing 
funding and efforts to improve health and well-being in the region. 

Summary of Background:  

The health care sector is a major employer and community partner in California’s Capital Region. With 
several not-for-profit health systems, 24 major and several smaller hospitals, affiliated health plans, 
other providers across the spectrum of care, a growing bio-science industry cluster, and local 
community-based organizations; the region’s health care sector has played a significant role in 
improving the overall health of the community for decades. The presence of multiple, well-established 
not-for-profit entities in the region allows for unique collaborative partnerships and shared solutions 
to reducing community-wide health disparities, with multiple projects initiated, funded, and sustained 
by Dignity Health, Kaiser Permanente, Sutter Health Valley Area, and UC Davis Health. These local 
health systems have a longstanding tradition of joining forces and pooling resources to address the 
medical, mental health and social service needs of special populations in the California’s Capital 
Region. 

 
COVERAGE: MEDICARE, MEDICAID & COVERED CALIFORNIA 

Requested Actions:   

• Maintain Medicare as a defined benefit program without jeopardizing coverage or access to care 
for seniors. 

• Protect Medicaid as an essential way to provide coverage to the most vulnerable in our 
community. 

• Maintain a stabilized insurance market by continuing federal subsidies for consumers.  
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Summary of Background: 

Medicare and Medicaid (Medi-Cal) are large payer sources for health systems, hospitals, community 
clinics, physicians and other providers, all of whom are committed to providing access to affordable, 
efficient and effective health care to beneficiaries, despite operating in a challenging regulatory 
environment and difficult reimbursement structure.  

 
 

BOLSTER THE HEALTH CARE ECOSYSTEM 
Requested Actions: 

• Support provisions to stabilize the insurance marketplace. 
• Strengthen existing coverage for millions through both private insurance and a public option. 

Summary of Background:  
Focus on finding ways to bolster the American health care system, through thoughtful improvements 
to stabilize the insurance marketplace. Any changes to the health care system should continue the 
country’s progress in expanding access to health care. Reducing the number of uninsured people 
improves health outcomes for all of us and delivers important economic benefits, including reducing 
the uncompensated care burden that has long been shifted to providers, insurers, and individuals and 
employers paying for coverage.   
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