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FOOD AND AGRICULTURE TEAM EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 
 

Team Leaders:  Trish Kelly, Valley Vision, trish.kelly@valleyvision.org 
Nicole Rogers, Nugget Market, nicole.rogers@nuggetmarket.com 
Chelsea Minor, Raley's, cminor1@raleys.com 
David Ogilvie, Wilson Vineyards, david@wilsonvineyards.com 

 

BROADBAND ACCESS 
Requested Action: 
• Increase federal grant program funding for essential rural broadband 

infrastructure projects where it is not economically viable for private providers 
to deliver service in the California Capital region’s unserved/underserved rural 
areas. Our rural areas are being left behind. Broadband infrastructure is greatly 
needed to improve access, speed and reliability for businesses and 
communities; enable farmers to adopt innovative ag technologies that are 
radically transforming the Food and Ag sector; and provide better access to e-
Health, distance learning, e-Commerce and other basic services.   

• Expand eligibility of USDA broadband programs for communities that have rural 
characteristics and do not meet the FCC definition of broadband (25Mbps 
downstream/3Mbps upstream) for fixed broadband service needed to bridge 
major existing gaps. Over half of rural Americans lack basic access to this 
standard of service. Update Minimum Broadband Speed definitions for USDA 
broadband funding programs. 

• Increase funding for USDA’s Community Facility Program and approve its use 
for municipal broadband projects; include grants in addition to loans.  

• Continue to encourage the FCC to transition spectrum from those frequencies 
with less demand to mobile allocations, which is so important for our rural 
farmers and communities in the region. 

Summary of Background: As one of the leading agricultural research locations in the 
world, UC Davis and the California Capital Region are rapidly developing innovations 
that will help feed the nation and the world. By bringing our rural, agricultural areas in 
the region into modern broadband service, we can significantly enhance production of 
our farms by using the latest technology to actively manage water, nutrients, pest-
management, and overall crop health. 
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CENTRAL VALLEY AGPLUS FOOD AND BEVERAGE MANUFACTURING CONSORTIUM: 
STRENGTHENING MANUFACTURING RECOVERY 

Requested Action: 

• Continue federal initiatives that support the Capital Region’s federally 
designated strategy to strengthen and accelerate the growth of food and 
beverage manufacturing in the Central Valley, home of the 9th largest 
agricultural economy globally. 

• Support the Made in America Manufacturing Communities Act of 2017 
legislation to improve the competitiveness of American manufacturing by 
designating and supporting manufacturing communities. 

Summary of Background: The Central Valley provides food for the world and is a 
federally designated manufacturing region, with a Strategic Action Plan to address 
issues affecting growth and competitiveness. Federal agency collaboration, capacity 
building and investments supporting manufacturing, innovation and infrastructure is 
vital to strengthening the region’s ecosystem to grow food and beverage 
manufacturing companies. 

 

CAREER PATHWAYS: GROWING THE NEXT GENERATION OF FARMERS & SKILLED 
FOOD MANUFACTURING WORKFORCE 

Summary of Background: The California Capital Region is facing a significant 
workforce shortage for farmers and manufacturing workers due to retirement, existing 
gaps in career pathways programs to guide students into in-demand jobs, and 
technology automation. Federal support, targeted career pathways, and 
apprenticeships programs will be critical to ensure the strength of our agricultural 
markets and stability of the region’s agricultural economy.   

Requested Action: 

• Support the Department of Labor (DOL) Employment and Training 
Administration (ETA) FY 2017 budget that funds the core Workforce Investment 
and Opportunity Act (WIOA) formula programs at their full authorized levels for 
the first time—a $138 million increase from 2016. Provide flexible funding and 
incentives for innovative regional workforce, education and economic 
development priorities and increase funding for work-based learning.   

• Re-authorize the Carl D. Perkins Career Technical and Education Improvement 
Act and Pell Grant funding to support Career Technical Education (CTE) 
(vocational education) to fill vacant jobs due to a shortage of skilled workers. 

• Maintain FY 2017 federal funding support for apprenticeships, for WIOA and the 
American Apprenticeship Initiative (AAI) to support apprenticeships in the Food 
and Agriculture cluster. 
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