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AIR QUALITY TEAM EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 
 

Team Leaders:  Larry Greene, Sacramento Metro AQMD, lgreene@airquality.org 
 John Lane, A. Teichert & Son, Inc., jlane@teichert.com 

Bill Mueller, Valley Vision, bill.mueller@valleyvision.org 
Tammy Cronin, Valley Vision, tammy.cronin@valleyvision.org 

 

FEDERAL INCENTIVE PROGRAMS: A KEY ELEMENT IN AIR QUALITY ATTAINMENT 
 

California’s Capital Region does not meet state and federal health-based air quality standards 
and is actively working toward attainment.  Voluntary incentives that address wood smoke 
and diesel emissions are cost effective ways to reduce harmful air pollution without 
additional regulatory action. Every $1 invested in the reduction of diesel emissions returns 
$13 in health benefits. 
Requested Action:  

• Approve and help fund innovative voluntary measures that are proven to reduce 
ground-level ozone and particulate matter. 

• In the FY 2018 budget, Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) funding for Diesel 
Emissions Reduction Grants should be maintained, but not at the expense of funding 
for categorical grants for state and local air quality management.  

• Fully fund incentive programs to help states and local agencies encourage early 
replacement of wood-burning devices with cleaner technology. 

• Continue support for incentive-based funding solutions to aid regional transportation-
related emission reductions and consider a concurrent role for air districts in their use 
of Congestion Mitigation and Air Quality funding. 

 
FEDERAL FUNDING AND GRANT PROGRAMS: SUSTAINING AIR QUALITY PROGRESS 

 
Federal funding enables local air quality management agencies to maintain our clean air 
progress towards compliance with federal health-based air quality standards. The availability 
of grant programs provides a critical tool to carry out this important work and help avoid 
increased fees on local businesses that inhibit local job creation and economic growth. 
Requested Action:  

• In the FY 2018 budget, maintain EPA budget sufficient to carrying out the agency’s 
core statutory responsibilities, including funding for EPA categorical grants for state 
and local air quality management equal to the FY 2016 budget of $228 million.  
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• EPA funding for Diesel Emissions Reduction Grants (DERA) should not come at the 
expense of funding for categorical grants for state and local air quality management. 

 
RESILIENCY: A KEY TO SUSTAINING REGIONAL VITALITY AND COMMUNITY HEALTH 

 
Protecting the health of our forests, watersheds, and natural resources is vital to community 
and economic resilience. Proactive forest management activities (such as clearing brush, 
thinning forests and conducting prescribed burns) save up to three times the cost of future 
fires, reduce high-severity fire by up to 75 percent, increase water availability by up to six 
percent, and bring many additional benefits for air quality and economic opportunity, 
including much needed job creation in rural areas. 
Requested Action:  

• Allocate funding in the FY 2018 budget to support investments in infrastructure and 
energy resources that strengthen community and economic resilience. 

• Decouple the USDA Forest Service budget from the cost of fighting catastrophic 
wildfire; preserve funding intended for preventative forest management activities that 
proactively reduce the risk of catastrophic wildfire.  

• Implement policies to treat the outbreak of catastrophic wildfire similar to other 
natural disasters; allocate funding from the Federal Emergency Management Agency 
(FEMA) for firefighting efforts upon emergency declaration. 

 
 

BIOMASS: A SOURCE OF ALTERNATIVE ENERGY AND ECONOMIC VITALITY 
 
Innovative use of agricultural and forest biomass provides important solutions for air quality, 
landfill diversion, and renewable energy. Supportive policies, including investment in new 
small scale biomass facilities and existing biomass infrastructure, will generate much 
needed jobs and economic opportunity in rural areas. 
Requested Action:  

• Support policies that position biomass as a value-added energy resource and that 
provide a level playing field for biomass with other forms of renewable energy (wind 
and solar). 

• Support markets for value-driven end uses for biomass material such as biomass-to-
energy projects, as well as a range of bio-based products (e.g., synthetic gas, biochar, 
wood products including lumber, composites, and compost). 
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