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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY: CAP-TO-CAP 2017 TEAM ISSUES 
 
Air Quality: Public-private partners in California’s Capitol Region have collaborated for over three decades, 
taking bold action and making significant strides toward cleaner air. The region, however, does not meet state 
and federal health-based air quality standards, adversely impacting health and economic growth. The need for 
critical progress remains. Federal investments in voluntary incentive programs; forest resilience; biomass; and 
continuing EPA grants for state and local air agencies can drive progress for cleaner air, job creation, and 
economic growth in the region. 
 
 
Civic Amenities: Few things are more important to business than a talented and dedicated workforce. A talented 
and dedicated workforce desires a good place to live with a diverse slate of quality civic assets and amenities. 
This year, we explore Amenity Diversity, studying the types of civic assets and amenities that appeal to a 
workforce of varied ages, cultures, sexes, and income. 
 
 
Community Resources: California home values have increased significantly in the past decade bringing the 
affordability index for a median income family down to below 50 percent for the first time in nearly a decade. 
The median price home is now at pre-financial crisis levels and rental vacancy rates are below two percent. We 
are seeking to retain federal funding and programs that provide affordable housing opportunities and assists 
with the development and implementation of a meaningful response to the rising homeless population. 
 
 
Economic Development: Whether it is improved flood control, better transportation and information 
infrastructure or better civic amenities, the goal of California’s Capital Region is to create a thriving place to live 
and work, to embolden our economic development to recruit and retain businesses. By giving small businesses 
increased access to capital, expanded opportunities for trade in a fair and equitable system, and the capacity to 
affordably fund public works projects that improve the region, the California’s Capital Region can continue to 
drive the national economy. 
 
 
Flood Protection: California’s Capital Region sits at the confluence of two major river systems, and includes the 
foothills and mountains that funnel flood water and much of the State’s water supply. Increased federal 
investment in flood risk reduction infrastructure is needed to reduce life safety risk, protect tens of billions of 
dollars of existing infrastructure, sustain the region’s rich agricultural productivity, and support economic 
growth. Regional success is contingent on the continued opportunity to proactively and directly engage in the 
development of federal law and policies. 
 
 
Food and Agriculture: As a federally designated manufacturing region, America’s Farm-to-Fork Capital requests 
continued federal agency collaboration, capacity building, and investments in our food and beverage 
manufacturing economy to advance growth and competitiveness, especially by addressing critical workforce 
and infrastructure gaps. Fund the Workforce Innovation and Opportunity Act at authorized levels and 
reauthorize Perkins Act funding for targeted career pathways and apprenticeship programs to ensure a pipeline 
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of skilled workers for high demand occupations. Increase funding and eligibility for currently lacking essential 
broadband infrastructure, from farm to business and community. 
 
 
Health Care: The region’s health care sector plays a vital role in improving overall community health and is a key 
economic driver in California’s Capital Region. We believe that any changes to the health care system should 
continue progress in expanding access to health care for all Americans. Additionally, we seek to maintain 
Medicare without jeopardizing coverage or access for seniors, protect Medicaid to provide coverage to the most 
vulnerable in our communities and ensure a stabilized insurance market. 
 
 
Land Use & Natural Resources: The California Capital Region’s balance between land use and the natural 
environment plays a significant role in our economic well-being. Our concentrations are on the advocacy for 
clarity in federal law and scope of agency jurisdiction regarding wetlands and prior converted croplands, seeking 
funding to address staffing backlogs in habitat conservation planning, and achieving greater efficiency during 
consultation on Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act. 
 
 
Public Safety: California’s Capital Region must continue to be laser focused on eliminating the problems that 
put excessive challenges on the public safety system. Our region is facing a homeless & mental health crisis 
that can only be properly addressed through coordinated action between federal, state, and local governments. 
In addition, local law enforcement needs access to important funding sources that enable them to work jointly 
throughout the region, purchase needed equipment, and provide critical training opportunities. 
 
 
Transportation: As a growing region of 2.4 million people—already larger than 15 states—the California Capital 
Region is critical to the national economy and has long embraced the dynamic needs for a multi-modal 
transportation system.  We are seeking appropriate federal investment to maintain and build airports, roads, 
highways, bridges, railways, and public transit. Our infrastructure needs federal investment, not just financing. 
Reduced silos among federal agencies would help speed project delivery. Local governments need to be 
partners with the federal government in setting autonomous vehicles policies. Cities, counties, and airports 
should be given flexibility on how to spend federal dollars. 
 
 
Water Resources: As California transitions from extreme drought to near record snowpack, it is clear that 
additional infrastructure – and proper maintenance of existing infrastructure – would allow the State to store 
water when we have an abundance to adequately prepare for when we do not. Meeting the region’s current and 
future water needs will require continued investment in California’s Capital Region water infrastructure such as 
optimizing groundwater banking and conjunctive use, expanding the use of recycled water, improving 
infrastructure for the storage of surface water, and foremost – protecting and enhancing water supplies from 
the Sacramento, American, Feather and other North State rivers. 
 
 
Workforce Development & Education: The skills and knowledge needed to succeed in today’s economy start in 
our schools and are advanced in our universities and by the providers of career technical education. The 
California Capital Region’s school districts, community colleges, universities, private colleges, workforce 
development organizations, and businesses have a long history of innovation and alignment to meet workforce 
needs. Our success, however, will require a continued commitment from the federal government to support 
financial aid, career technical education, and employment and training services, among several other key 
workforce programs.  
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