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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY: 2017 PRIORITY ISSUES 
 

As the California Capital Region’s leading advocate for economic prosperity, the Sacramento Metro 
Chamber has identified three critical focus areas for 2017: Regulatory Reform, Investment in Infrastructure, 

and Building our Regional Workforce. Each of these key themes is focused to drive economic growth, 
improve business recruitment, retention and expansion, and provide quality job opportunities.  

 
California plays a critical role in our nation’s overall prosperity. As the sixth largest economy globally, with the 
greatest share of total U.S. jobs, California drives the domestic economy and leads the nation in manufacturing, 
agriculture, and innovation. That makes the California Capital Region the focal point for economic development, 
job creation, and increased investment which is vital, not just to California, but the country as well.  
 

REGULATORY REFORM 

For our region’s economy to grow, businesses must have an environment that allows them to utilize 
their resources without the uncertainty of inefficient over-regulation. When businesses thrive, 
community investment occurs, resulting in a region where people want to work, live, play, and grow. 
The 115th Congress is poised to engage the regulatory reform discussion in a meaningful and realistic 
way in 2017 and the Sacramento Metro Chamber is committed to helping achieve those efforts. While 
some level of regulation is necessary to ensure public safety, and provide for the common welfare, we 
have identified several areas where regulatory reform, rollback, and streamlining will unleash our 
region’s economic potential and contribute to regional prosperity including, but not limited to: 

• Stop regulatory agencies from requiring “re-mitigation” of the maintenance and repair of 
existing public infrastructure as exemplified by federal regulators in the Oroville Dam Spillway 
repairs. 

• Reform the Endangered Species Act and the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) via 
legislative changes and administrative implementation to properly balance environmental 
needs with the need to grow the economy through investments in public infrastructure. 

• Amend the Clean Water Act to clearly define the scope of waters and wetlands subject to the 
Act, and roll back the current overreach of federal regulators relative to jurisdictional wetlands. 

• Implement the provisions of MAP-21 and the Fixing America’s Surface Transportation (FAST) 
Act pilot programs to streamline transportation infrastructure environmental review and 
delivery and save valuable resources. 

• Modify the judicial review requirements for the NEPA substitution pilot program of the FAST 
Act to be limited to 150-day review. 

• Support modifications to the National Flood Insurance Program (NFIP) to eliminate financial 
disincentives to agricultural operations in the floodplain.  
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INFRASTRUCTURE TO FACILITATE ECONOMIC GROWTH  

Roads and rail, pipes and wires are the platform upon which economies are built. In many cases, our 
federal government plays a key role in ensuring that they are robust and dependable. We rely on the 
federal government to fully support the infrastructure necessary to support the economy and allow 
jobs and business growth to occur.  

In recent decades, we have experienced a significant attrition in the federal commitment to the 
capacity and integrity of the infrastructure we depend on to support the economy. Furthermore, we 
have fallen behind in the technical infrastructure needed to ensure that our country can compete with 
the rest of the world in the digital age. We have identified several infrastructure priorities for federal 
action, including, but not limited to:  

• Provide strong and stable multi-modal transportation funding for roads, bridges, highways, 
railways, airports, and transit to move people, goods and services within and between markets. 

• Ensure sufficient federal funding for water and flood infrastructure to provide for public safety 
and meet the needs of businesses, citizens, and the environment. 

• Make important investments in technology infrastructure to fully engage the digital age and 
global economy to support our national competitiveness including expansion of eligibility for 
Department of Agriculture broadband programs in agricultural areas. 

 

WORKFORCE TO FUEL ECONOMIC GROWTH 

Robust regional economic growth requires employers to have access to a well-trained workforce. Our 
local educational institutions and their strategic partners are meeting this demand by providing the 
education and experiences necessary to help our citizens transition from unemployment and 
underemployment to full, meaningful employment in high growth, high wage jobs.  California’s Capital 
Region needs to ensure we have both a degreed workforce and one with strong expertise in career 
technical skills.  We ask that the federal government embrace its role in funding educational systems 
that work for local regions. Key federal priorities for our region include: 

• Reauthorize and expand support for the Carl D. Perkins Act to provide our future workforce 
with the career and technical skills they need support a growing economy. 

• Provide continued support for Workforce Innovation and Opportunity Act which has improved 
coordination across the education landscape to meet employer’s needs for a skilled workforce. 

• Reauthorize the Higher Education Act with a focus on affordability, accessibility and 
accountability. 

• Fully fund key financial aid and student services programs, including Pell Grants, that help put 
a college degree within reach of thousands of Americans and meet workforce demands for our 
growing economy. 

• Fully support veteran students as they transition to the civilian workforce.  
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