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2016 Update on Sacramento’s State of Homelessness 

Based on Sacramento County’s 2015 Point-In-Time (PIT) Count, approximately 2,650 
individuals experience homelessness on any given night, including 1,711 in emergency 
shelters and transitional housing and 948 unsheltered/living on the street. The number of 
individuals that will experience homelessness over the course of a year can be estimated 
based on the PIT, and, for 2015, Sacramento’s annualized count is 5,218 persons. Compared to 
the 2013 PIT, when 2,538 individuals were counted, Sacramento has seen a modest increase in 
homelessness of 4.7 percent.  Further comparisons between 2013 and 2015 include a 20.6% 
increase in unsheltered single adults, a 4.4% decrease in homeless families, a 7.9% increase in 
chronic homelessness, and a 3.6% increase in homeless veterans.  Some of Sacramento’s 
increase in unsheltered homelessness can be attributed to improvements in homeless count 
methodology. 
 
The Sacramento CoC addresses homelessness through a range of housing and service 
options using a Housing First approach. Housing First is a philosophy that focuses on 
providing stable permanent housing as the first step out of homelessness, moving people off 
the streets and out of shelters as quickly as possible, without prerequisites such as sobriety. 
Especially for chronic, long term homeless, the costs at the system and individual levels are 
much higher when individuals remain on the street. 
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Housing Inventory in Sacramento County 
 
Housing and services in Sacramento are delivered primarily through emergency shelters, 
transitional housing, rapid rehousing, and permanent supportive housing. Emergency shelters 
provide temporary, short-term housing, and are intended as an interim bridge to more 
permanent housing. Transitional housing provides up to two years of housing coupled with 
supportive services focused on preparing households to successfully maintain housing on 
their own at the end of their time in the program.  Rapid rehousing offers short-term rental 
assistance coupled with case management to help families retain their housing after financial 
assistance ends. Permanent supportive housing provides housing and long-term supportive 
services for individuals and families with significant needs, who would not otherwise be able 
to maintain housing.  These programs are operated by various nonprofit and government 
providers throughout the region. 
 
The Sacramento CoC conducts a housing inventory on an annual basis.  The following counts 
come from the 2015 Housing Inventory Chart (HIC): Sacramento’s emergency shelter system 
provides 343 year-round beds for single adults and 322 year-round beds (equal to 99 units) for 
families.  There are 497 transitional housing beds for single adults and 402 beds (equal to 148 
units) for families.  The Sacramento CoC has 1,415 permanent supportive housing beds for 
single adults and 1,339 beds (equal to 395 units) for families. 
 
Strategies for Improvement: System Change & Concentrated Efforts 
 
The Sacramento CoC is engaged in multiple efforts to make real and lasting reductions in 
homelessness in our community, through system change and improvements and efforts 
targeting specific subpopulations.  Through engaged and committed leadership and strong 
involvement of governmental and private sector stakeholders (non-profits, faith community, 
business leaders, private citizens), Sacramento has launched or begun implementation of key 
elements of a Housing Crisis Resolution System that will ultimately result in homelessness 
being a rare, short-term, one-time occurrence.  In addition to system changes and 
improvements, Sacramento is also targeting specific subpopulations. 
 
Sacramento Steps Forward has spent the last year developing a coordinated outreach and 
intake Housing First methodology that focuses on identifying those most vulnerable and 
connecting them with permanent housing and services that  best match their specific needs.  
This methodology will be in place by all CoC partners by the end of 2016, so that we are all 
collecting the same data, monitoring the provision of care to our shared homeless clientele, 
and contributing to a system-wide approach to addressing housing needs.  Sacramento Steps 
Forward frames this coordinated approach, from outreach and assessment through 
permanent housing placement, as a unified Housing Crisis Resolution System (HCRS). 
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Sacramento Steps Forward, our homeless CoC partners including the City of Sacramento, 
Sacramento County, and the Sacramento Housing and Redevelopment Agency are  
participating in the national effort, Zero: 2016, a call to action to end veteran and chronic 
homelessness by 2016.  Between January 2015 and February 2016, utilizing the Housing First 
approach and implementing the HCRS model, permanent housing placements have been 
achieved for 684 veterans and 538 chronically homeless individuals.  We are on target to reach 
functional zero (where the number of people entering the system does not exceed the capacity 
to quickly return them to permanent housing) for all previously identified veterans and 
chronically homeless individuals by the end of the year. The Sacramento CoC is also a leading 
community in implementing large-scale Rapid Rehousing (RRH) for the homeless individuals 
in our system with lower barriers that do not require Permanent Supportive Housing.  Through 
the generous support of the City of Sacramento, Sacramento County, and Sutter Health, as 
well as additional leveraged support provided by the Sacramento Housing and Redevelopment 
Agency, over 200 units of RRH single adults came online in February 2016.  The local RRH 
program targets the least vulnerable and will move a substantial number of low-barrier 
households out of homelessness this year, freeing up resources for the harder serve.   
 
Creating Pathways to Employment and Self-Sufficiency 
 
While getting the most vulnerable individuals off the street is critical to building an effective 
and efficient system, Sacramento must create opportunities for those that want to work, and 
help remove barriers to employment for the system to be complete. To that end, Sacramento 
Steps Forward is creating an employment collaborative to convene workforce development 
agencies and local employers to develop an employment pipeline that enables homeless 
individuals seeking employment to develop resumes, receive on the job training and 
mentorship, link to trade school and higher education where appropriate, and ultimately obtain 
gainful employment that will sustain them and their families. 
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