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COMMUNITY INFRASTRUCTURE, BEAUTIFICATION, AND PLACEMAKING 
 
Requested Action:   
 Support policies that promote comprehensive community development programs that 

strengthen the quality of life for all and foster social and economic growth 
 Remove legal and bureaucratic impediments to wider broadband adoption 
 Address affordability issues that present a significant barrier to broadband adoption for many 

Americans 
 Continue federal investment in the Capital Region’s transportation system to keep people and 

goods moving to support a growing economy 
 
Background:  
Many of today’s cities are beginning to recognize that the constant exchange of ideas, resources, 
and talent that fuels all innovation is a direct product of the interplay between inventive people and 
the physical spaces they share. As both an overarching idea and a hands-on approach for improving 
a neighborhood, city, or region, Placemaking inspires people to collectively reimagine and reinvent 
public spaces as the heart of every community. Strengthening the connection between people and 
the places they share, Placemaking refers to a collaborative process by which we can shape our 
public realm in order to maximize shared value. More than just promoting better urban design, 
Placemaking facilitates creative patterns of use, paying particular attention to the physical, cultural, 
and social identities that define a place and support its ongoing evolution. 
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As the Capital Region pursues policies and implements strategies designed to help our people and 
our companies thrive, we recognize that our success is inextricably tied to this place we call home. 
While promoting the growth of companies in the Capital Region; we must craft a culture that 
inherently fosters innovative company growth and inspires its residents to achieve their highest and 
best selves. 
 
The actions requested in this policy paper seek to complement and accelerate innovative 
community development and place-making in the Capital Region. 
 
Policies That Promote Comprehensive Community Development Programs 
Community Development is most successful when people working together take ownership to 
revitalize and strengthen their community’s quality of life and when communities grow in a manner 
in which they have been determined collectively and collaboratively. The goal of community 
development is to preserve and enhance the physical, economic, cultural, and social conditions and 
opportunities a community affords its residents. 
 
The Metro Chamber supports federal policies that include a comprehensive community investment 
program that strengthens the quality of life for all and fosters social and economic growth. This 
investment must include, among other things, sufficient attention to improved community and 
economic development, transportation needs, physical infrastructure, housing, family needs, social 
development, job training, educational and workforce development, and employment conditions for 
all residents. 
 
The Metro Chamber urges pursuit of a coordinated approach to policy and program development. 
The direct and indirect effects of federal policies and programs must complement and encourage 
local community development efforts. For too long, federal programs and policies have created a 
conflicting patchwork that has hindered community development. 
 
The Metro Chamber supports federal policies that encourage and support a regional approach to 
community development, including: 
 

 Collaborations within and among communities and regions 
 Cooperation between state and local agencies, non-profits, and private-sector stakeholders 
 Proactive, collaborative, interstate and international partnerships pursued by metropolitan 

areas that cross boundaries 

The Metro Chamber supports federal policies that promote the sustainability of our communities. 
Our finite physical and financial resources demand that sustainability concepts be at the heart of 
our community development initiatives. 
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Closing the Gap in Broadband Access for American Cities 
We know that high-speed Internet is already a major part of daily life, as evident by the 75% of 
American households with broadband subscriptions. But bringing broadband within reach of the 
other 25% remains a challenge, one that is especially acute within metropolitan areas among at-risk 
populations like the lower-income and less-educated. 
 
Though the United States played an active role in developing the technology that became the 
Internet, the U.S. is now 23rd in the world for broadband Internet penetration. Yet, because the most 
visible initiatives to expand broadband adoption have been taken on at the local level, there is 
uneven progress in closing the national broadband gap. 
 
Affordability is another concern. A variety of factors at play in the marketplace leave affordable 
broadband out of reach for many Americans. In this way, the broadband gap compounds existing 
disparities in education and wealth in American cities. 
 
For these reasons, the Metro Chamber urges action to: 
 

 Remove legal and bureaucratic barriers to wider broadband adoption 
 Address affordability issues that present a significant barrier to broadband adoption for many 

Americans 

Capital Region Goods Movement and Mobility 
The Capital Region has multimodal facilities for goods and people movement including the rail 
system, I-80, US 50, Port of West Sacramento, the interregional freight roadways, the airport system, 
and bicycle and pedestrian infrastructure. These facilities play a significant role in the regional, 
state, and national economy. 
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