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HABITAT CONSERVATION PLANNING 

Requested Action: 
 Seek congressional support of continued Section 6 funding. 
 Seek congressional support and agency support for clarity from USACE and EPA on 404 

integration. 
 Seek congressional and agency support for highest policy-level engagement on issues of 

critical importance to the success of implementation. 
 Seek congressional and agency support for continued funding of regional Habitat 

Conservation Plans. 
 

Background: The Sacramento region is home to one implemented and five in-process Habitat 
Conversation Plans (HCPs), which in total constitute over one million acres of future planning and 
conservation. The federal, state, and local investment in these plans to date well exceeds the 
number of acres which will be impacted, but the investment has been deemed worthy given the 
presumed efficiencies which will be gained by both the regulated and the regulatory communities.  
These efficiencies will naturally only be realized if the Plans can be implemented, and with many 
efforts both big and small, the details of success are often times only fully capable of vetting at the 
eleventh hour. The Sacramento region, as discussed in an accompanying paper, is emerging from 
the recession, and the market is poised to move either consistent with the intent of the planned 
HCPs or in a status-quo fashion.   
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The Land Use and Natural Resources Committee has long advocated the benefits of implementable 
HCPs to the economic and environmental benefit of the region. The urgency of what has been 
discussed more rhetorically in the way of support from the most-upper levels of the policy makers 
is acute, as these Plans are now near complete and issues of critical relevance must be resolved.  
 
Attached you will find specific issues of relevance to all, or in some instances, individual Plan 
managers and stakeholders. It is important to note that all of these Plans have had the benefit of 
full engagement of all of the federal resource agencies from the start. While the USFWS has 
consistently been the lead agency, the USACE, EPA, and other members of the federal government 
have been, from day one, at the planning table, as well. This interaction has been purposeful, as the 
ability to implement and fund HCPs is contingent upon assurances and permits to support an 
understanding that these Plans will facilitate efficiencies that are reflective of the type and scale of 
development and conservation this region requires in order to achieve a balance between economic 
development and environmental sustainability.  
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