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FOOD & AGRICULTURE TEAM 

 
Team Leaders: Andrea Clark, Downey Brand LLP, (916) 475-9715,  

aclark@downeybrand.com 
 
Charlotte Mitchell, Sacramento County Farm Bureau, (916) 685-6958 
cmitchell.scfb@msn.com 
 
Tim Johnson, California Rice Commission, (916) 704-6556 
tjohnson@calrice.org 
 
Nicole Rogers, Sacramento Convention & Visitors Bureau, (415) 816-5457 
nrogers@visitsacramento.com 
 

Issue Contacts: Tim Johnson, California Rice Commission, (916) 704-6556 
tjohnson@calrice.org 

 

COMPREHENSIVE TRADE AGREEMENTS 
 
Requested Actions:  
Support confirmation and assurances of the quantity and quality of access for agricultural products 
granted in the Trans-Pacific Partnership (TPP).  Support the Transatlantic Trade and Investment 
Partnership (T-TIP), which would remove tariff and non-tariff barriers that currently exist between 
the United States and the European Union. 
 
Trans-Pacific Partnership Background:    
The TPP is the future of trading in the Pacific Rim and is critical to the region’s economy. An 
ambitious undertaking started ten years ago by Pacific Rim countries committed to the elimination 
of trade barriers across all products in the region, twelve countries including the United States and 
Japan support the TPP. The TPP is the best opportunity for California to increase exports in several 
decades and will establish trade agreements for the next generation of farmers, processors and 
shipping businesses in the region.  
 
Agriculture is a foundation of the region’s economy, and exports bring significant revenue into the 
Sacramento Valley. Rice, walnuts, almonds and tomatoes are key crops grown in the region, which 
not only provide tens of thousands of jobs but also bring critical export dollars into the region. For 
example, 50 percent of the state’s annual rice crop, 60 percent of the almond crop, and 25 percent of 
the tomato crop are grown and processed in the Sacramento Region and then exported.  
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In the six county Sacramento region, this translates to 1.4 million acres of production with a farm 
gate value of $1.9 billion. These locally processed crops are then shipped through the Ports of West 
Sacramento, Stockton and Oakland, adding tens of thousands of jobs to a total agricultural industry 
value of $4.3 billion. Expanding exports through improved trade agreements will increase the 
economic activity and value associated with agriculture in the Sacramento region and throughout 
the country.  
 
Japan is the fourth-largest agricultural export destination for the U.S. with more than $13.4 billion in 
sales in 2014. While elements of the agreement are disappointing for some crops such as rice, 
overall it offers an outstanding opportunity to grow agricultural exports to the Pacific. The region 
strongly supports the confirmation assurances of the quantity and quality of access for agricultural 
products negotiated in the agreement from the Administration.  
 
Transatlantic Trade and Investment Partnership Background: 
The U.S. and the EU are major international trading partners in agriculture. U.S. farmers and 
ranchers exported more than $12.7 billion worth of agricultural and food products to the EU in 2014, 
while the EU exported more than $20 billion worth of agricultural products to the U.S. last year. 
 
Just 10 years ago, the EU was the third-largest destination for U.S. agricultural exports. Today, it 
has fallen to our fifth-largest export market. 
 
Over the last decade, the growth of U.S. agricultural exports to the EU has been the slowest among 
our top 10 export destinations. 
 
If the region’s farmers and ranchers were provided an opportunity to compete, the EU could be a 
growth market for local producers. However, regulatory barriers have become a significant 
impediment to that growth. 
 
The T-TIP negotiation proposal calls for working toward the elimination of tariffs. The average U.S. 
tariff on imported agricultural products is 5 percent, with 75 percent of our tariff lines at between 
zero and 5 percent. For the EU, the average tariff is 14 percent, with 42 percent of tariff of lines at 
zero to 5 percent. In addition, many non-tariff trade barriers, including resolution of geographic 
indications and GMO trait approval, must be addressed. In order to expand market opportunities for 
U.S. agricultural products in the EU, tariff reductions will be necessary and non-tariff trade barriers 
must be addressed. 
 
We call for an ambitious agreement that addresses the real barriers to the growth of agricultural 
trade between the United States and the EU.  
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Key Facts: 

 One of the foundations of the Next Economy Regional Prosperity Plan is agricultural exports 
 Rice provides more than $5 billion in economic activity to the region and 25,000 jobs 
 Almond exports were $2.8 billion in 2011 
 Walnut exports exceed $1 billion 
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