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RESILIENCY: A KEY TO SUSTAINING REGIONAL VITALITY AND 
COMMUNITY HEALTH 

Requested Action: 

 Allocate funding in the FY2017 Budget to support adaptation measures, such as improving forest 
health, restoring meadows and wetlands, reusing thinned biomass, and piloting green infrastructure 
projects, to enhance the resilience of local communities and their economies. 

 Preserve USDA Forest Service budget for investments in forest health and resilience to protect 
against the occurrence of catastrophic wildfire. 
 

 Support H.R. 167 and S. 235 to enact the Wildfire Disaster Funding Act (WDFA.), decoupling the USDA 
Forest Service budget from the cost of fighting catastrophic wildfire. 

 
 Support value-driven end uses for biomass material such as biomass-to-energy projects. 
 
 

Background: 

"Resilience is the ability of people, communities and institutions to prepare for, withstand, and bounce back more 
rapidly from acute shocks and chronic stresses." –Judith Rodin, President, The Rockefeller Foundation 
 

 Natural disasters and events such as catastrophic wildfire and drought are increasing in frequency 
and severity.  Coupled with the high flooding risk in the Sacramento region and the impact on 
agriculture of changing climate patterns, we must seek the best options to prepare our economy, 
infrastructure, and emergency response resources. Proactive investments to reduce the risk of 
wildfire and boost pre-disaster readiness are critical solutions to enhancing the resilience and health 
of communities and local businesses in the face of a wide range of stressors. 
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 California’s multi-year drought has left tens of millions of trees dead or dying across the Sierra 
Nevada. Weakened by the drought and heat, trees are also much more vulnerable to outbreaks of 
insects. This ongoing crisis will result in substantially increased risk of high-severity fires, 
deterioration of capacity to sequester carbon and store water, an increase in criteria air pollutants, 
and loss of forest jobs and recreation opportunities. 

 For the first time ever, in 2015 the Forest Service spent over 50 percent of its budget on fighting 
wildfires, compared to just 16 percent in 1995. As catastrophic wildfires steeply increase firefighting 
costs, the Forest Service is forced to divert funding from its other essential core functions that prevent 
wildfires, such as clearing brush, thinning forests and conducting “prescribed burns,” as well as 
activities that support recreation, forest jobs, water quality, research, and more. There must be 
separate emergency funding for wildfires to allow the Forest Service to fulfill its mission to restore 
and manage forests and enhance livelihood and recreation opportunities for local communities.  

 Wildfires have a severe and immediate impact on regional air quality, with dangerous air pollutants 
increasing 5 to 15 times from normal levels. This disrupts the daily life of residents (e.g., kids playing 
outside), the local economy (as people stay home), and the tourism and recreation-based economy. 
Efforts to restore watersheds and forests and reduce the risk of catastrophic wildfires will protect the 
health of rural and urban communities that rely on these natural resources, as well as enhance local 
economic and community resilience. 

 There is significant opportunity to boost rural economies through fire-risk reduction and forest 
restoration efforts. National forests in the West support 200,000 jobs and contribute over $13 billion 
to local economies every year. Wildfires and forest deterioration due to heat and drought will hurt 
local economies reliant on timber, recreation, and tourism, as well as natural habitat and water 
storage capacity critical to downstream economies.  

 Fire prevention activities can, in and of themselves, benefit the local economy through reusing 
biomass, from forest thinning or trees killed by beetles, for electricity generation, and other purposes. 
Increased funding through USDA can help expand local opportunities to develop energy and other 
wood products from biomass removed to prevent wildfires.    

 One critical effort currently underway in California is strengthening conversation and understanding 
around the urban/rural interface and supporting related resilience program activities. Given that urban 
water supply, flood control capabilities, and even air quality are greatly impacted by the health of 
California’s forests, it is imperative that state elected and business leadership are well informed of 
opportunities to support and enhance our rural forest resources. The Sacramento Area Council of 
Governments has been studying how to integrate urban and rural perspectives as part of its Rural-
Urban Connection Strategy for several years, and further focus on the urban-rural connection is of 
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high importance across California as the state integrates this important issue into programs and 
funding.   
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