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SACRAMENTO REGION GOODS  
MOVEMENT AND MOBILITY 

 

Request: This Metro Chamber request is to inform the Congress of the Sacramento Region’s 
transportation needs to keep people and goods moving and to support a growing economy. 
 
Background: The Sacramento Region’s transportation system depends heavily on major interstate, 
highway, rail, and regional transportation corridors to keep people and goods moving and to 
support a growing economy. The priority projects in these corridors have multi-jurisdictional 
support and provide regional congestion relief, goods movement, and economic development 
benefits.  All of the projects are high priorities with short-term delivery schedules. They support a 
balanced transportation system that integrates land use with market trends and an overall 
framework that provides connections between jurisdictions, maintains safety, and ensures a more 
efficient delivery of goods and services.  Below are projects and an overview of their needs. 
 

Freight Projects 
Major goods movement systems in the region include the rail system, major freeways (I-80, I-5, 
Hwy 50, and SR 99), Port of West Sacramento, new interregional freight roadways, the Sacramento 
International Airport, Mather Airport, Executive Airport, and McClellan Airfield. These existing 
facilities ensure that the region will play an increasingly significant role in state and national goods-
movement.  

 I-80/SR 65 Interchange Improvements – Phase 1, $25 million, Placer County 
Transportation Planning Agency 
The SR 65 corridor is the primary connection between burgeoning manufacturing and 
commercial job centers of South Placer, while I-80 is a pivotal link in the national and 
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interregional truck travel, carrying $4.7 million in goods per hour. The capacity constraints 
of the I-80/SR 65 Interchange impede the flow of goods on both facilities.  First phase 
improvements would widen the viaduct section to eliminate mainline backups on I-80. 
 

 Capital SouthEast Connector 
The Connector is the region’s largest single transportation project. Planning so far has 
been funded primarily through a Sacramento County sales-tax measure, as well as by 
jurisdictions that are pursuing segments that have independent utility. As a 34-mile, 
limited-access roadway connecting I-5 in Elk Grove to Hwy 50 in El Dorado Hills, the 
Connector will provide much-need parallel capacity south of Hwy 50. It will create more 
than 25,000 direct and indirect jobs, generate $1 billion of new labor income, increase the 
gross regional product by more than $1.6 billion, and generate more than $180 million in 
new indirect business tax revenue. The Connector is managed by a Joint Powers Authority 
made up of representatives from Sacramento and El Dorado counties, as well as the cities 
of Elk Grove, Folsom, and Rancho Cordova. The funding needs to construct these 
segments include: 

 
o Segment A: Kammerer Road Extension Project: I-5 to SR 99, $83 million.  This 

segment will provide congestion relief and includes a new 4-lane, 3-mile long 
expressway and a widened (from 2 to 4 lanes) 3-mile limited access thoroughfare 
on Kammerer Road in southern Sacramento County and the City of Elk Grove. 
  

o Segment B: SR 99 to Bond road, $40 million, City of Elk Grove. This 4-mile-long 
limited access thoroughfare would widen a major arterial link to increase regional 
access to southeast Elk Grove/Sacramento County by reducing congestion and 
increasing capacity.  

 
 US Hwy 50 Western Placerville Interchanges, $30 million, El Dorado County 

The project involves improvements to the Forni Road/Placerville Drive/Hwy 50 interchange 
complex and supports the regional economy and new $89 million dollar justice center 
through the construction of an interchange, transit center/park, and ride lot and regional 
bike trail. 
 

 Yolo Freight Rail Realignment – Phase I, $175 million, Yolo County/City of Davis/City of 
West Sacramento/City of Woodland  
The Yolo Freight Rail Realignment Project relocates segments of short-line tracks to move 
rail traffic out of downtown Davis, Woodland, and West Sacramento. Completion of the 
project will allow removal of 19 at-grade crossings and open nearly 100 acres of infill 
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redevelopment property in the three cities, improve the floodwater flow capacity of the 
Yolo Bypass by removing the Fremont Trestle, and increase cargo capacity and 
operational efficiency at the Port of West Sacramento and within Yolo County.   
 

 South Watt Avenue/Elk Grove-Florin Road Improvement Project, $12.5 million, 
Sacramento County  
South Watt Avenue and Elk Grove-Florin Road make up one of the Sacramento Region’s 
most critical north-south transportation corridors. The project will widen these two roads 
to four lanes between State Highway 16 and Gerber Road. The project also includes 
construction of landscaped medians, bike lanes, and intersection and traffic signal 
upgrades. The project will increase capacity and relieve existing traffic congestion in the 
corridor, improve transit and goods movement efficiency, and enhance safety and mobility 
for bicycles and pedestrians. 

 

Intelligent Transportation Systems (ITS) 

Travel and tourism are the second most important export-oriented industries in California. 
Spending by visitors generates sales in lodging, food services, recreation, transportation, and retail 
businesses. One of the recommendations of the San Francisco Bay to Tahoe Basin Tourism 
Recreation and Tourism Travel Impact Study is improving the traveler experience through 
Intelligent Transportation Systems (ITS) along the Hwy 50 Corridor from the San Francisco Bay 
Area into the Tahoe Basin. The following ITS recommendations would achieve these improvements 
to the local communities and interregional traveler experiences: 

 Information Gathering. Travelers in urban areas have become increasingly dependent on 
ITS, such as cameras and traffic sensors, that collect real-time information and relay that 
information back to the traveler to help make their travel-related decisions. These same 
technologies should be deployed along Hwy 50 to provide similar opportunities. 
 

 Information Sharing. Recommendations include installing an expanded network of traveler 
information devices/services to provide real-time traveler information about traffic 
congestion, incidents and accidents, road construction, special events (such a cycling 
events), weather, speed limits on specific road segments, duration of closures or congestion, 
and travel times. 
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Transit and Intercity Rail Projects 

The following are examples of transit and intercity rail projects that are regional priorities that are 
included in the Sacramento Area Council of Governments (SACOG) Metropolitan Transportation 
Plan/Sustainable Communities Strategy (MTP/SCS) for 2036 and can be under construction in 
the next 4 years: 

 Downtown/Riverfront Streetcar, $100 Million, City of Sacramento/City of West 
Sacramento/Yolo County Transportation District/Sacramento Regional Transit 
District/SACOG 
The proposed 3.3-mile streetcar alignment would bring electric streetcars back to the 
region after a 70-year hiatus and extend service across the Sacramento River from the City 
of West Sacramento Civic Center to the Midtown entertainment and retail district in the 
City of Sacramento. The system proposed would operate six low-floor streetcars in mixed-
flow traffic at 15 minute headways stopping at regional destinations and hotels along the 
route. The project was included in the President’s FY16 budget in the Capital Investment 
Grant Program under Accelerated Project Delivery and Development. 

 
 Capitol Corridor Third Track and Station Relocation, Phase I - $90 million, Capitol Corridor 

Joint Powers Authority 
The Capitol Corridor’s 170-mile rail corridor connects the Sacramento region with the San 
Francisco Bay Area and is the fastest growing and third busiest Amtrak route in the nation, 
while consistently  “#1” in the nation in Amtrak customer satisfaction. This project will 
improve rail safety and speed between Sacramento County and Roseville (in Placer 
County) by constructing a third track and signal improvements, satellite maintenance 
facility, and other associated improvements, resulting in capacity increases from one to 
ten round trips per day between Sacramento and Roseville. 
 

 Elk Grove Multimodal Station, $26 million, City of Elk Grove 
The Elk Grove Multimodal Center will provide alternative transportation options for 
commuters, relieving traffic congestion on SR 99 and I-5. The Station will serve as a stop 
for Amtrak’s San Joaquin passenger train service and connect residents to the state’s 
planned high-speed trains. It will also serve as a light rail station with the eventual 
extension of light rail into Elk Grove.  
 

 American River Crossing, $70 million, City of Sacramento/Sacramento Regional Transit 
District   
In conjunction with the extension of light rail to the Sacramento Metropolitan Airport, this 
project would construct a new bridge across the American River, connecting the planned 
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high-density, mixed-use River District to existing office, commercial, and residential areas 
to the north. The crossing would be for all modes of transportation, including vehicles, light 
rail, bikes, and pedestrians. Draft environmental documents for the bridge crossing are 
funded and underway.  
 

 Transit System Preservation, $1.21 billion, All Regional Transit Agencies 
The Sacramento Blueprint Project and MTP/SCS forecast the creation of compact urban 
development supported by a robust mode split for transit ridership. To achieve this, all of 
the region’s transit agencies must rehabilitate and replace aging rolling stock as well as 
add vehicles to expand current routes. As of 2014, SACOG projects a $1.66 billion need for 
transit system preservation over the next ten years, but only $450 million in available 
funding, leaving a $1.21 billion dollar funding gap.  
 

Roadway and Bridge Projects 

 Placer Parkway, Phase 1, $45 million, Placer County Transportation Planning Agency 
The Placer Parkway is an approximate 15-mile-long, high-speed transportation facility that 
will connect to major north-south highways, linking existing and planned development 
including job centers and two new university sites while improving access to the I-5 
corridor, downtown Sacramento, and the Sacramento International Airport.   
 

 Broadway Bridge Sacramento River Crossing, $150 million, City of West Sacramento/City 
of Sacramento 
This would be a new district-serving bridge crossing over the Sacramento River south of US 
50 that would link both cities and relieve congestion on I-5.   
 

 White Rock Road Improvement Project,  $5 million, City of Rancho Cordova/ Sacramento 
County 
White Rock Road provides parallel capacity to Hwy 50 and improvements are needed to 
relieve traffic congestion within that regional corridor. This project would provide widening 
and reconstruction, bike lanes, landscape medians, and upgraded intersections.   
 

 Hwy 50/Hazel Avenue Interchange, $30 million, Sacramento County  
This project will construct capacity, safety, and access improvements at the Hwy 50/Hazel 
Avenue interchange and the Hazel Avenue/Folsom Boulevard intersection to improve 
traffic flow and safety on these three key regional connectors. This project also provides a 
key connection to new growth areas south of Hwy 50, as well as the extension of Hazel 
Avenue that will ultimately link up with the proposed Capital SouthEast Connector. 
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 Hazel Avenue Improvement Project, Phase 3, $5 million, Sacramento County 
Hazel Avenue is a critical north-south transportation corridor in the Sacramento Region, 
connecting Hwy 50 and I-80 and providing one of the few crossings of the American River.  
The project includes the widening of Hazel Avenue between Sunset Avenue and Madison 
Avenue from 4 to 6 lanes and complete street features including new sidewalks, bike lanes, 
and fully accessible transit stops to improve level of service and relieve existing 
congestion in the corridor.   
 

 Interstate 5 at Metro Air Parkway Interchange, $20 million, Sacramento County 
This project will construct a new interchange on I-5 at Metro Air Parkway to serve the 
Metro Air Park development site. Metro Air Park is a planned commercial/office/industrial 
business park located east of the Sacramento International Airport. The 1,887-acre 
development is anticipated to generate up to 34,700 jobs at build-out. Portions of the 
roadway infrastructure planned for Metro Air Park have already been constructed.  
Construction of the proposed interchange will connect the existing Metro Air Parkway with 
Interstate 5 to provide a critical point of access to the development. The proposed project 
will construct the overcrossing structure and the freeway on and off-ramps to provide a 
full-access interchange for Metro Air Parkway. The project is shovel-ready and final design 
and right-of-way acquisition have been completed. 
 

 Watt Avenue at Union Pacific Railroad Undercrossing Improvements, $30 million, 
Sacramento County 
Watt Avenue is one of the most heavily traveled transportation corridors in Sacramento 
County, serving commuters, goods movement, transit, bicycles, and pedestrians.  The 
portion of Watt Avenue north of I-80 and adjacent to McClellan Park currently carries more 
than 50,000 vehicles per day and is projected to carry over 75,000 vehicles per day.  Watt 
Avenue crosses the Union Pacific Railroad (UPRR) main line just north of Roseville Road 
through an outdated underpass structure that has substandard traffic lane widths and 
overhead clearance, and no accommodations for bicycles and pedestrians. The underpass 
is a major barrier to bicycles and pedestrians as there are no safe and convenient 
alternative crossings of the tracks in the area. The restricted traffic lane width and 
overhead clearance also impact the safe and efficient movement of goods through the 
corridor, which is a critical route serving the businesses at McClellan Park. The continued 
development of McClellan Park and the future growth of the North Watt Avenue area will 
only put additional pressure on this already substandard roadway section.  The proposed 
project will work in partnership with the Third Track project currently in development by 
UPRR and Capitol Corridor. It will provide for a new underpass structure with improved 
traffic lane widths, overhead clearance, and bike lanes and sidewalks on both sides of Watt 
Avenue.  
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 Washington/Andora Roadway Improvement Project, $18 million, City of Roseville 

Washington Boulevard is a primary north/south arterial route that traverses Roseville and 
serves as a crucial bypass route to Interstate 80 and State Route 65. Caltrans’ May 2009 
Corridor System Management Plan (CSMP) specifically identifies this project as one of the 
key capital projects on parallel roads. Washington Boulevard also serves as a key route to 
large business centers, and serves as a primary evacuation route for central Roseville, 
which contains the largest rail yard in the western USA. This project widens Washington 
Boulevard from two to four lanes from Sawtell to Pleasant Grove, including the narrow 
Andora undercrossing where Washington passes under the Union Pacific railroad tracks.  
The project will better facilitate goods and freight movement, enhance the economy, and 
increase safety. 

 
 I-80/Richards Boulevard Interchange Reconfiguration, $10.5 million, City of Davis 

Reconfiguration of westbound ramps to a tight diamond (L-1 configuration) improve the 
operations at the Olive Drive intersection by increasing the intersection spacing and 
providing a safer and more user friendly route through the interchange by eliminating the 
free traffic movements from the existing cloverleaf ramps and converting the existing 5-
foot sidewalk to a barrier separated 12-foot multiuse pathway. 
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