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CALIFORNIA’S CAPITAL REGION:   
Federal Connections to K-12 Pathways 

 
  
Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA) 
 
Background 
The ESSA, passed in 2015, provides the opportunity to redouble our efforts to close achievement 
gaps and ensure that all students receive an equitable and excellent education.  
 
Request 
ESSA regulations should be flexible enough to allow California to design and implement an 
accountability system built around multiple measures of student performance. The regulation 
should create the space for evidence-based, systemic reform, such as Career Pathways and Linked 
Learning, by embedding the principles of this approach into the regulations, consistent with the 
statutory authority provided to the Department of Education.   
 
Title I 

Background 
Title I programs improve the academic achievement of disadvantaged students.  The ESSA allows 
states to utilize up to 3 percent of their Title I funds to support Direct Student Services, which may 
include CTE coursework that leads to an industry-recognized credential.   

Request 
We request adequate funding and implementation procedures for Title I to ensure all children have a 
fair, equal, and significant opportunity to obtain a high-quality education and reach, at a minimum, 
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proficiency on challenging State academic achievement standards and state academic 
assessments. 

Carl D. Perkins Act 
 
Background 
The purpose of the Perkins Act is to develop more fully the academic and career and technical skills 
of secondary education students and postsecondary education students who elect to enroll in 
career and technical education programs. 
 
Request 
Continued and Expanded Support for Perkins Funding 
 
For Perkins, the amount of funding has declined and the ability to access it has become more 
difficult.  Adequate funding is obviously important.  Accessibility is also critical.  For example, to 
obtain Perkins funding, secondary teachers must have a clear career technical education (CTE) 
credential to teach pathway classes, which provides limitations for districts.  Often times, highly 
qualified pathway teachers have science, math, technology or business credentials.  However, the 
professional development opportunities for these teachers are limited due to this credential issue.  
If Perkins could match (rather than exceed) the State of California credential parameters, that would 
be beneficial. 

In addition, Perkins funding has been limited to provide externships for only CTE credentialed 
teachers.  While these externships are valuable, their reach does not go far enough.  The Perkins 
externship funds should be offered to all Career Academy/Pathway teachers in addition to CTE 
credentialed teachers.  Teachers who participate in externships gain a more updated view of their 
subject matter. This improves the classroom experience for students which lead to increase in 
students’ interest in STEM fields.  Sending one student on an internship affects that one student, 
however when a teacher goes on an externship, the impact reaches their 200 students.  Externships 
have a proven track record of positive influence and success and the Perkins funding for these 
opportunities should not be restricted. 
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Background 
The Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA) provides special education and related 
services to children with disabilities.  
 
Request 
California’s Capital Region requests reauthorization of IDEA and an increase of appropriations for 
the grant program to continue to provide special education and related services to children with 
disabilities. Additionally, on behalf of the state, the region asks for Congress and the Department of 
Education to maintain the flexibility to craft its own accountability systems with the writing of this 
year’s new regulations. In particular, allowing school districts to remedy shortfalls in IDEA 
compliance in lieu of an immediate lawsuit/legislation. 
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