
 

For additional information, please contact Chris Worden, Vice President of Public Policy  
cworden@metrochamber.org | (916) 321-9115 

 

www.metrochamber.org 
 

 

TRANSPORTATION TEAM  
Team Leaders: Erik Johnson, SACOG, (916) 340-6247, ejohnson@sacog.org 
  

Margie Namba, Granite Construction, (916) 207-7549, margie.namba@gcinc.com 
 
Fedolia “Sparky” Harris, City of Sacramento, (916) 808-2996, 
fharris@cityofsacramento.org 
 

Issue Leads:  Tiffani Fink, Paratransit, Inc., (916) 429-2009, tiffanif@paratransit.org 
 

Sharon Scherzinger, El Dorado County Transportation Commission, (530) 642-
5260 sscherzinger@edctc.org 

 
TRANSPORTATION FUNDING AND POLICY PRIORITIES 

 
Requested Action:  Develop long-term, stable funding for transportation and implement MAP-21 and 
FAST Act regulations thoughtfully. 
 
Background:   
The Sacramento Metro Chamber thanks Congress for the funding certainty and policy direction 
included in the FAST Act. The Act makes more federal-aid highway dollars available to counties for 
locally owned infrastructure through a revised Surface Transportation Block Grant Program and 
opens up funding under the National Highway Performance Program for locally owned bridges that 
are on the federal-aid highway system. The bill also maintains the local off-system bridge funding 
set-aside, which was a key component of the previous highway bill (MAP-21). 

While funding is ensured for the next five years, long-term funding for transportation is less certain 
than ever, with only about 70 percent of transportation funding coming from the user fee-supported 
Highway Trust Fund. The FAST Act provides $57.5 billion for highways and transit annually. 
Adjusted for inflation, this is $16 billion short of the Highway Trust Fund’s purchasing power in 
1993. Demands on the transportation system will only continue to grow based on increases in total 
vehicle miles traveled, urban congestion, transit use, freight movement, and volatile weather 
patterns. Long-term, sustainable funding for transportation is yet to be achieved. Because the bill 
relies on $70 billion of General Fund support, the expected annual gap between Highway Trust Fund 
income and spending in 2021 is expected to reach $20 billion each year. 

In addition, project delivery for regions and states is still often delayed and insufficient rewards exist 
for environmental stewardship. 
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Accordingly, we urge the federal government to: 

1. Start work to develop a long-term, stable funding source by: 
 

 Investigating alternatives to the gasoline tax, such as a Road User Charge, now being 
studied in California through a new program titled Surface Transportation System 
Funding Alternatives. While there are many concerns about new methods, time and 
money should be spent to study whether there is a better method of users paying in based 
on their use. 

 Expanding innovative financing options to facilitate creative solutions for project funding 
and combines the TIFIA and RIF programs management under the Office of the Secretary. 

 Giving regions and local governments more flexibility in how to use transportation funds.  
 
2. Implement MAP-21 and the FAST Act by expeditiously implementing regulations  

To help regions and states complete projects in a timely manner and save valuable 
resources, the federal government should implement the provisions of MAP-21 and the FAST 
Act to streamline the project delivery process by: 
 
 Ensuring federal oversight is commensurate to the amount of federal funding; 
 Improving project delivery process through increased flexibility on alternative project 

delivery methods, and integrated planning, project development, review, permitting, and 
environmental processes; and 

 Ensuring that complementary regulatory rulemaking is performed in concert with the other 
regulations to ensure consistency and minimize conflicting processes and performance 
measurement. 

 
3.  Enact regulations to streamline project delivery and environmental review to the full extent 

allowed under MAP-21 and the FAST ACT  
The FAST Act creates an environmental “reciprocity” pilot program, which will allow up to five 
states to utilize state environmental laws and regulations in lieu of federal laws for key 
infrastructure projects. The Sacramento region will be ideally positioned to take advantage of 
this important new program. The federal-state environmental reciprocity initiative has been a 
long-standing transportation priority for the Sacramento Metro Chamber and we are grateful 
that Congress included this program. It will allow the State and region to further demonstrate 
our ability to improve project delivery while providing the same level of environmental 
protection.  Additionally, new design regulations require NHS designs to consider all modes, 
including research into bus lanes on shoulders. The bill also permits use of local government  
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design guides that are different from state guides and allows for capital investment grants 
for transit that have P3 elements to follow streamlined project delivery criteria. 

 
4.  Reward innovative environmental stewardship and addressing of climate change. 

Recognize state and regional efforts to protect the environment and reduce greenhouse gas 
(GHG) emissions by:  
 
 Creating funding incentives for regional planning and projects that integrate land use and 

transportation. 
 Enacting programs and policies that will reward and promote sustainability and climate 

preparedness efforts. Authorize incentive grants for regional agencies that have programs 
to reduce greenhouse gas emissions. Provide greater regulatory flexibility that will 
encourage private investment in zero-emission vehicle infrastructure. 

 Continuing to prioritize “lo-no” and other mobile source emission reductions strategies 
and ensure performance measures do not constrain flexibility and innovation in these 
projects. 

 Addressing environmental considerations more fully during the planning phase, as 
authorized by the FAST Act. 
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